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parents are often in the elevator at the same time and there is no
distinction of suthority. But there is so strong an atmosphere of
student teachers' plzasurs in seeing the children once again that
one fasle the confusion may be over-balanced. Then too the childe
ren themselves exhibit such vigor, such {resh enthusiasm for bhé
new day that perhape they are shielded from what appears to an adult
as utter confusicn.

At the third flcor the four year olds leave the elevator and o
to thelr respective classrooms. And the elevator continues on to
the fourth floer where threes and fives get off. Thare is a rule
that allows six years olds to walk up the stairs after they check
wlth a student teacher in the foyer. The twos do not arrive until
ome half hour later, 9:30. The sixe: enter their room direetly on
the left past the office. The fives go down the marrow corridor,
past ths kitchan on the left, and straight inte their room. IF it
ie & nice day ths threes 2o up more stairs and meet on the roof.
Ctherwise the threes turn left at thas fives room and continue along
the corridor, past the twos room on the right, turn left and walk
past a row of threes cubbies. Just to the left is a small observa-
tion booth. As you enter the threes room, which is large and obe-
long, you look directly at the wall of windows looking out on Bank
Street. To the right is the threes bathroom with regulstion size
toilet and two small scale sinks, one with mirror atove (which is
lovingly stared into by the children.) Thers ars additional cubbies

in the bathroom and just outside in the near right corner of the
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room. Also in the bathroom are hooks for towels, sach one labeled
with a plece of colored mesking tape bsaring the child's name. On
high shelves are stored wire baskebts for sach child containing a
simple change of clothing. There is a cupboard that houses materials
and a file of childrens'! painting, collages, and drawings. The color
scheme of the threass room i grey-blue with daen blue and an occa-
sional touch of lemon yellow., To the left of ths door is a long
shelf conbtaining a good supply of huilding “locks and accessories,
wooden trainsg end assorted toys. Purbher on along the left well is
the stery corner, slanting took shelf with 2 roomy rug in front of
it. HFext to thig is s vicirola cn a stand with space Tor records and
vuzzles underneath ard a basket of jingles bells and wooden clickers.
Next %o this ia the wiano. In the far 12t corner of the room is the
doll corner with two beds, 2 table, two chests, a high chair, rocke
ing chair, and several nlain chairs. A long shelf, stocked with
drass-up clothes separates the doll corner from a work area, & nest
of small blue tables and chairs, The clay bin, crayons, scissors,
paper, and small table boys are on sghelvss cloae Lo this nest of
tables, There is a closeh for the teachers in this unper right cor-
ner of the room and several high shelves for storage of collage
materials, extra books, and other equipment. PFurther along the right
wall going awey from the wirdows are two sasels get against the wall.
Oprosite the easels is ancther nest of grall blue tables with chairs.
843111 further along this wall ie¢ the water play ares or kitchen cor-

ner. It is eculpped with & wooden stove, twoe business-like sectional
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work tables finished with a slick surface material. There is one
water tank (large enough to accommodate several dishwashers or
boatmen.) On the low shelves are all manner of pots, pans, and
dishes. This, then, is the physical world of the Lhree year olds
at Bank Street.

There is one thing that almost everyone sharea who is in~
velved at or comes to 69 Bank JStreet and thab is an interest in
children. In an attempt to be conservative in my judgument I have
net said that everyone sbares a lixing for ehildrsu, albbough I
believe this to be true. I have not pul in an understanding of
children because tnere are some on the stall wnose capacities do
not demand this and bhus we cannot assune btnem to possess it. And
I have included the word aluost because I want to allow for the
possibility of someone on a meintenance staff who is completely
disinverssted in children. But even with my statement that every-
one ai Hank Strest shares an interest in children held to a specu-
lative minimumw, it i8 nonetheless provocative in its implications.
The existing range of interest in children may be great but it
jumps from being pleasant but mundane to being tireless, highly per-
ceptive, and comprehensive. ©OSo there is present at Bank Strest a
manifold focus on children - many dilferent focii cortributed by
people with different tasks. The members of the Writers Laboratory
are imaginative, literary people who are endeavoring tc fesl and
taste and touch and smell with the simplicity and intencity of child-

hood so that they may write about and for children with dlarity. The




