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admired, beloved by many colleagues, students, and co-workers both inside
and outside of Bank Street, and honored by the profession. Yet she carried her
accomplishments with humility, aware of the enormity of the challenges.

For all her openness and accessibility to others, she was essentially a very
private person. She did not talk about her personal life, although in her most
recent book—~Early Education and Psychological Development—she used
vignettes from her early life and her school experience to illustrate threads of
continuity, recurrent themes. I think that she would not mind but would ap-
preciate my saying that she found much happiness as well as personal, intellec-
tual and moral sustenance from her husband of many years, Oscar Bodansky,
and from her daughter, Margery B. Franklin, her son-in-law Raymond Frank-
lin, and her grandsons, Kenneth and David.

Barbara’s aesthetic was evident not only in her writing but in her homes
where, despite the fact that she was a reluctant consumer, she created an ambi-
ance of comfort, beauty, and ease—good food, good talk, good feeling.

Although not observant in the usual sense, Barbara was keenly identified
with being Jewish; perhaps it is fitting that she should leave this world on the
cusp of the old year and the new in the Jewish calendar. She often remarked
that it was unfortunate that overthrowing the orthodoxies meant abandoning
rituals that give meaning and coherence.

It was a privilege to know her. Everyone who had the opportunity to work
with her learned from her. And we will continue to hear her voice in her work,
which, even in this era of attenuated memory span, will survive. We can hope
that her blend of scholarship, ardent commitment, and idealism will inspire
future psychologist/educators. She was a determined optimist, but optimistic
also about human capacity. As she said, “I hold to my lifelong confidence in
the positive motivation and creative spirit of those who are young now, and in
their ability to forge solutions to the problems of this era.”

“Earth, receive an honored guest.”
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