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THE NETGHBORHOOD

P.5, 101 is located on 111th Street, between Park and Lexing-
ton Avenueg, In the area called "Spanish Harlem". It is a -
low income, depressed,rghetto area, with a high crime rate
and a relatively high percentage of families (mostly broken
families) on welfare, Drug abuse 1is rampanf among the youth
of the areca while -alcoholism seems to be more prevalent among
the older generatlon. Many streets are lined with_garbgge
and broken glass, and, occasionally, a knocked-out or semi-
consclous alcoholic or dfug abuser. The tenements are run
down and dismal looking as well as unsafe to enter; even for
the residents of the area. The few housing projects in this
area are nicer and cleaﬁer looking, but Just as unsafe due

to the high frequency of muggings that take place in the

~elevators. The ethnic composition of the neighborhood is

‘about 65 percent Puerto Rican and 35 percent Black.

THE SCHOOL

P.S, 101 is a large, old school with a student population of
about 1,700. It 1s a school with many problems. Among them
is the fact that the building is frequently broken into and

a great deal of equipment and materials 1s stolen. During

one of these break-ins, 700 pounds of pork chops were stolen

from the kitchen. Other break-~ing have resulted in the loss



of all typewriters, tape recorders, cameras, over-head

'projectors, scotch tape, pencils, notebooks, reoords; phono-

_graphs, personal properfy of faculty mémbers (an electric

coffee perculator and about $25,00 worth of my own records

were stolen from my room last year).

P.S5. 101 has many children with severe emotional proSlems.
The guidance foice has sought and continues to ‘seek proper
placements for these children, but these efforts are usually
in vain because existing appropriate facilities are often

filled and have long waiting lists from all over the city.

P, T,A., meetings are poorly attended in spiﬁe of great efforts
made to attract members; One of the main reasons for this

is the fear mothers have of leaving their homes at night,
lack of money for the hiring of baby,sitters; and, I believe,
a general feeling that; "My presence will not really make
that much.of a differenoe"; The only time school—community
meetings are well attended is during a time of crisis andg
even then the majority éf those who attend are usually

militants and community. leaders.

' THE'CHILDREN

Class 1-6 1s composed of Puerto Rican and Black children from
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the community, The class register'started out at 39, bu£
this figure was feduoed to 26 when 13 children were taken
out and placed in another rirst grade class which was formed
in order to reducé class sizes to more manageable levels,
This register of 26 finally dwindled to 22 children. About
half of the children in class 1-6 had ﬁo previbus school
experience.',ﬁt least one-third of the class was non-English

speaking, or had a very limited English vocabulary. -

Most of the children din class 1-6 have never been exposed to
the rich culture of the society in which they live. That is
to say, these children have never seen a puppet show, a |
museun, a restaurant, a children's theatre, the Countryside,
or the circus, They have never seen a firehouse, been to the
pier to see tughoats and ships, or been downtown to see the
city's skyscrapers. Almost half of the class has never heard

a children's story or handled children's books.

About'one-third of the children come from families on weifére.
Many also come from hroken homes,. Three of the students were
from neérby McMahon Shelter; a residence for children whose
pafents are unable to care for them.

[

" PHYSICAL LAYOQUT OF ROOM 208

Class 1-6 meets in room 208. The room looks like a typical
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~room in a ghetto school. All of the tables are arranged in

fows, facing the blackboard in the front of the rocem. There

are no room dividers, no book cases, no easel, nor other

accouterments of learning often found in schools 'in other.

areas. Just tables and chaifs and a steel cabinet in a
corner in the back of the room! The one good thing about

room 208 is that it is a little larger than most of the other

first grade classrooms.

.-FiRST GRADE LEVEL IN P,S;'lOl

There are six other firstigrade classes on our floor, The
classes are homogeneouélj.grouped and they range from 1-1
(the class with the cream of the first grade student popu-
lation) to 1-7. A1l the classes are conducted in the tradie

tional manner. Fach child has an assigned seat, all tables

- face the front of the rocm, Some of the classes have a small

hookcase and a round table at the back of the room. This is
usually the library table. The average register per class

is 27 or 28, Attendance for each class varies,. Some classes
never have more than two or three students ahsent, other

classes may never have less ﬁhan 4 or 5 absent,

The average teaching experience of the first grade teacher
1s approximately seven years; the range belng from one year

to ten years,



I am starting my third year of teachiﬁg. The first.grade
teachers are generally what one might call "old timers" in
the school, Thus, the first grade faculty is one of the
most stable and experienced group of faculty members in the

rschool.

The first grade supervisor is arperson with many years
~experience (at leasf 15 years) in the public school system. —
She appeared to be a rigid and rather a stern individual,‘

I felt rather apprehensive having to work under her super-—
vision becéuse I felt that she would not tolerate the kind

of classroom setup I was planning for class 1-6. I had
enviéioned for my room a classroom setup which resembled a
combination of both Pead_Ziétz and .Suzanne W, Monell at the
Bank Street School for'Childreﬁ. CAs a matter of fact; I

had to get special permission frem the principal to setup and
run my class the way I wanted. Although faculty members in
P,S., 101 have a little more freedom to do what they want in

- thelr classroom than teachers have in most other schools, |
the changes I wanted to bring to the school were so vast that
I feltII_Would have to present a sound ratlonale for having
an informal or open classfooh. No one 1n the school had such
a setup in their rooms and very few of tﬁe teachlng staff had

ever heard of an open classroom,

-



It is for the reasons stated above that I experienced a greatl
deal of tension and anxiety during the first two months of my
program., L knew what I wanted to bring about, but not for

one moment did I truly believe that I would succeed, My

previous year at Bank Street College had taught me a great

~ deal but it wasn't until I took over class 1-6 that I realized

that I lacked the experience of actually establishing an open
classroom, It is one thing to "student-teach' in such a
classroom for a few weeks and 1¢ is quite another to set up,

from scratch, your cwn classroom. I felt that I just had to

 succeed, Many eyes were watching me, especially those of my

grade supervisor, I had the courage to start such a seem—
Ingly radical program in a ftraditional ghetto school. I was
even fortunate enough to have two excellent Bank Street

teachers to emulate, What I lacked was confidence,

Confidence and encouragement were two ingrédiemts I received
from Mrs; May Murphy; Digtrict Supervisor.for District 4,

L hgd worked for two years and two summers under her super-
vialon during thg time I worked in the Pre—Kindefgartén
program, She had faith in my abilities as a teacher and was
very bleased about my plans.for an open classroom., Another
very Important source of encoufagemen£ came from Mrs. Selma
Knobler from Bank Street College. Mrs. Knobler had been my

advisor during my year at Bank Street and at no time did she
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ever make me feel that I would not accomplish what I had set
out to do. I called her several evenings during the first
seven or eight weeks of my program, I called her on weekends.

The empathy of these two ladies, their understanding, en-

‘couragement, suggestioﬁs, and faith in me was what kept me

from throwing in the towel., Both of them even came to spend
a morning with me in the classroom, met the children, and

discussed my plans with me.

FIRST WEEK WITH CLASS 1-6

I took over class 1-6 at.the beginning of October, The class

has had tuo other teachers before me, T must admit that I

~am beginning to feel rather anxious. T know what T want to

accomplish and see in my room, but T'm doubtful as to whether
or not I ﬁill be able to reach these goals. I am very much
aware of the fact that I lack the experience of setting up
and runhing an informal classroom on a first grade level,
although, I had taught at the Pre-Kindergarten level using
informal classroom Techniques, Also, my supervisor makes me
nervous hecause she appears to bé.g stérn woman who 1s
thoroughly oriented to teaohing in a very traditional way,

1 feel lonely and frustrated. The ¢children seem to be in

another world; the classroom is bare, equipment is scarce,

and I have no one to turn to for guidance, constructive



eriticism and emotional, as well as professional support,
N

Algso, I have never taught first grade before, I [eel like

a sore thumb sticking out,

The first thing I should do is look Into the empty room aﬁd
gee if there is any equipment or classroom furnituré I can
use. How can I have areas in my rooﬁ if:I have nothing to
divide areas with? I would like to have?a.reading; Writing?
and math.rareaa a science,area; a cogzy library corner; an

art area, an aréa for table games like bingo, concentration;
.and checkers, I also need a meeting afea. ‘Perhaps I'm
hoping for too much, but I would like the children to learn
how to work on theilr own;‘and to learn how to go from area
to area without creating a crisis in the classroom., These
children are so immature;_éo active, Some_giVe me the
feeling that I'll never be able to reach them, T hope that
by the time this school year is up they will.be'able to know
how to share, to help each other, to cooperate, to be self-
directed, to ask questions; to make up their own stories;-to
leérn to appreciate the written word;,and; most 6f all to
feel enthusiastic about school. .Some.of these children come
_from guch intellectually deprived homes! I must do everything
'L can to make their school exﬁerience rich; ihterestipg; and

fun,
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END OF FIRST WEEK

This [irst weék almost caused me to have a nervous breakdown.

I came home and cried two days this week. I feel so frustrated.
A1l of mj energy went into-trying to keep the children from
fighting, 1ooking for and moving classroom furniture, and,

last, But certainly not leést; trying to pretend that every-

thing is just fine, 1'11 never make it. What I should do,

hefore T. make a big fool of myself, is qult my job,

The children know Tess than T thought they did. Most of them
: donft even kﬁéw the alphabet, they can't read their full

names or the numbers from one to ten. T also have two girls
from the shelter and each girl has her'own‘severe emotional
.problems. T hﬁve one boy who runs around the room all day
long shouting. He has a very pronounced infantile speech
pattern. When I prevent him from doing something he shouldn't
be doing, he goes into a temper tantrum. I have another boy

who goes around hitting the other children all day long.,

The worst part of it all is that I feel so all alone;_I have

no one to turn to for help; There are tlmes when 1 feel

_ like a hypocrite for trying:to impress upon my para-professional
.the values of an open classroom; I keep telling her how

Important it is for children to have the opportunity to make
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qhoices and become Self_directed. I tell her that many
children who are forced to become more or less robots in the
classroom eventually "drop out" intellectually and/or
Spiritually. T tell her how important it 1is for children

to experience joy and excitement in most of their learning
experiences, T say all of these things to her during the
‘day;.and then come home and panic when T think about the

enormous and seemingly impossible task I have ahead of me,

I think it would be hest if T start off next week by estab-
1iéhing routines, I am going to try'an@_get the children
accustomed to the idea of a meeting time; a playtime, 2
storytime, a bathroom time;_a worktime; and a cleanup time,
During meeting time I will introduce the letters M, E, and A,
I will also start helpiﬁg them to recognize the names of
Magarita; Marie, and Manuel, and ask if they see the letters

m, €, and a In these names,

" SECOND WBEK

Monday: I arrived early this morning and placed scissors,
magazines, and paste on the tables I arranged in the writing
area, I planned to have at least some of the children look

for and cut out the letters that will be introduced to them

during meeting time, I say "at least some of the children™
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and not the whole class because I wanted to start off my
program by‘giving them the opportunity of having a choice.

I also set ﬁp a 1little housecorner, and placed crayons and
drawing paper on the tables that are 1in the table games area,
The painting corner had also been‘set up on the floor in a
corner of the room. The puzzles had been taken out and‘
plaoed on EOp of a low piece of classroom furniture T had
found the week before in the empty room we had on the First
grade floor, I had used this 1ittle cabinet 60 separate

the meeting place from the table‘games arca. My plan was to

have the children work with the puzzles on the floor of the

meeting place area., T looked at my wateh and saw that it

was already 8:30, The class had to be picked‘up from the
First grade yard no later than 8:40. I used these last ten
minutes to study my room and make sure nothing was mlssing.
I also gave the para-professional a run-down on all I had
planned for the day. I felt elated and very enmthusiastic,

I just knew my day was going to be a beautiful one!

I brought the class up on time, helpedlthem put their be-
longings in the closet, and took them around the room in
order-to acquaint them with the different areas that had

been set up. T explained that they would not have assigned
seats, that they Would.ipstead be abie to s8it in whatever afea

they happened to be working in, After our tour of the room,
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I announced that we were all to go to.the meetlng place area
and sit on the floor Indlan style, Our first "meeting time™

was about to begin. By now it was 9:00 Olclock,

After giving the class an offilcial greeting, I proceeded by

explalining that we were going to have a meeting time at the
beginning of every morning and evéry afternoon; that after
meeting time we would have WOrktime; and after worktimé;_ -
clean-up time; Following this explanation, came their Intro-

ductlon to the reading of the three names I had selected,

- I flashed these cards a few timeé, asked the three children

whose names were belng used if they could come up and rind
their name. After these three names came the 1lntroductilon
to the letters. I asked if anyone could Find these letters

in the names we had heen reading before and quite a few hands

went up. Their response had been good and 1t juSt reinforced

my feeling about the wonderful day I had ahead of me., Refore

ending meeting time, I sald to the clgss that they could;

Cut out and paste the letters we had

L.
just looked for in the names
2, Play in the housecorhner
3, Paint in the painting corner
4, Color in the table games area
5. Play with the puzzles on the [loor

of our meeting place area

After reminding them they had five choices to pick from, 1

- asked if everyone understood the instructions. I even asked
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~this question in Spanish (I often translated my remarks into

Spanish for the benefit of my non-FEnglish speaking students),
Their answers to the question asked in both languages was a

positive one, Meeting time was adjourned.

The children got up, Startéd leaving the.meeting place area,
and within a few minutes there was total chaos in the room.
They were running around the room like an untamed herd of -
cattle, picking up puzzles and leaving the pieces scattered
all over the plaée.' They were fighting over the magazineS;
théy crowded into the housecorner; and made a mess of the
Vpaiﬁting area. I didn't know which way to turn; or what to
say, or how to go about_bringing order béck into the class-
room. I felt like a fool in front of the paramprofessipnal,
and prayed my supervisor would not come into my rooﬁ just then,
i found myself running around the room after the children and
reassuring myself that things would get hetter in a little
while. By the time clean-up time arrived, room 208 looked as
if a cyclone had blown iﬁ through the windows. I was almosf
in a state of shock, Cleah-up time was another catastrophe.
The children did not know how to clean up! Most of them just
made a bigger mess., T decided to call meeting time again and
anﬁounced wWe were going o the bathroom and downstairs for
playtime. I was so upset tﬂat all I wanted to do was leave

room 208 and close the door behind me.,
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The afternoon was no better., Nito had a tantrum when I did
not let him have the book I had in my hands. I explained that
I could nét let him have the book because I was going to read
from it to tﬁe'children, but that he could look at 1t after

gtorytime was over. The explanation didn't help. Marie was

: crying, and the rest of the class, with the exception of one

hoy, could not have cared less about hearing a story. T was

on the verge of tears. How I dread having to go in tomorrow! -

Tuesday: Today was worse than yesterday. I wonder if the
chlldren are testing me. We had meeting time (the only order-—
ly part of my day) and I again explained what it was that they
werengoing to do. I searched their faces during this time to
see whether or not I was getting through to them. I must have
seen what was apparently not there for the.childreh acted like

lunatics during the workperiod, I was frantic. Nito was

running around like a firetruck. Children were in the house-

corner-fighting over the utensils and the roles they wanted
toAplay. The puzzles were all ovef the_flbor agaln, rThe
afternoon Wés a continuation bf the morning. I ménaged to
hold back the tears until I got home. T am so disgusted with
the class, myself, and Just about everything thét has to do
witﬁ school, These children don't waﬁtito listen or learn

anything, 1I'll never. get through to them,
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I called Selma Knobler tonight and declared total fallure on
my part. She disagreed and actually sounded optimistic about
my pléns for class 1-6, Something inside me wants very much
to believe her, but what has taken plaée in my class these
past two days prevents me from doing so. She said she could
well imagine what went on; but for me to cheer up because
everything willl eventually fall into place., Mrs, Knobler
can't possibly imagine what has been going on. because T'm .an
eye witness to it all and even I can't belleve it! Just the
saﬁe,Ait was refreshing speaking with her, -She.gave me a few |
éuggestions about planning my day; asked me to cut down on the
number of activities and to be a 1little more structured with
the class as a whole until they get used to me, to each other,
and to the new arrangement in the room. 8he warned me that
perhaps things might get a little more hectic before a definite
improvement takes place, and that it would take ébout two

" months for me to get my program into full swing. Two months!
T'1l never last two months! If my children fail to do me in
'first, then my supervisor will, She hasn't said very mucﬁ'to
me yet but she comes into the classroom at least once a day,

I tremble a little every time she sets foot into room 208, but

I try my best to hide this feeling.

5
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Wednegsday: I tried Mrs, Knobler's suggestions and limited

my activities to;painting, cutting. and pasting letters, and
housecérner. It was a 1little bhit better for.me hecauge I

did not have to fun all over the room as much, but the children
are still wild, Most of them can't seém to relate to one
anotherf Sometimes there are tantrums, fighting, and crying
all going on at the same time.

When T ééme in.this morning T set up the classroom and showed
the para-professional the procedures I wanted the children to
learn in the painting corner. I asked her if she would more
or less statioh nerself in that part of the room so that she
could instruct the children.one-byhone as they'went there to
paint. She agréed. I think this helped a little because T
noticed thé children had made better use of this area than

they had previously,.

The best part of today was meeting time. T wish T could

extend this béginning part of the day to 3:00 P,M, The worst

part of the day was clean-up time, The most hectic part was
worktime, and the most discouraging was storytime (which came
right after lunch). Thé children are not acbustomed to being
read to. They talk; jab each other, get distracted by the
smallest thing, or just look bored and in a world all of their

oun, Yet I am determined to make storytime one of the most
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important parts of the day, These'children need to be bom-

. barded with stories, filmstrips, and creative writing. Their

| 'voéabulary and ability in creative expression is very limited.

Thursday: I gave the class their seventh name and Uth letter
today. The response to the reading of names 1s falrly good.

I went over the morhing plans very carefully with the class

and did the same with the afternocon plans right after story-
time, No change., It was just as bad today as it was ysstePQay.

We sewed letters today for the first time and a few children

| actually managed to sit still and sew for a little while.

Friday: The class wasn't worse today but it certainly wasn't
better., Two weeks are already up and‘I gee no significant
change, The worst part of the day is clean~up, Perhaps if

I make a jqb chart this part of the day will dImprove. Imagine,
after two weeks, the ohly thing the children have learned is
thét we start thé morning with a meeting time, and the after-
noon with a stbrytime. They have also learned a song. Perhaps
it's unfalr of me to expect so much from them at this time

when even I am not so sure of how to get to where T want to

go with them,

" THIRD WEEK:
~Monday: T made a job chart and a name chart over the weekend,
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I also. made a "plans for the day" chart. The emphasis today
was on learning to put your name up upon entering the room in
the '‘morning and removing it to replace it in the pocket at the
end of-the day. I also put-ﬁp the day's activities on the
"plans for the day" chart.  This was soﬁewhat helpful because

whenever I found a child dolng something he wasn't supposed

to be doing, I would take him to this chart and read the plang

for the day again to him, The Joh chart didn't work out as

well, Clean-up time is still quite chaotic, I have a feel-

ing things were not as bad today. I felt a little more con-

‘fident and in some Instances was able to anticipate certain

behavior patterns in some of the children, T also get the
impression that the class is beginning to learn what is ex-
pected from them. But maybe I'm wrong., Maybe it's just that

L am getting used to all the turmoil in room 208,

Tuesday; The day was simply horrible today; All I did was
vyell and scream all day long; As 2 matter of fact, I even
broke down and cried in front of the children. T feel 1like
quitting my job. Perhaps it would be best.if I just gave up
the ﬁotion of having a "Bank Street" type of classroom, T

think,l'm biting off more than T can chew, . It is too difficult

For me to reach even some of -my goals, be innovative in g

school like P.S} 101, and most important of all, provide the
children with an exciting, instructive, and creative type of

classroom setting., I would very much like to make 1t possible
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for my children to like school, to look forward to coming to

school everyday, But I must feel thils way myself if I am to

accomplish this. As it stands now, T dread going in each day.
Working alone, feeling exasperated, and experiencing all this

tension is certainly not conducive to good teaching in any

-kind of.a_clasSroom, much less an open classroom., But can I

teach in a traditional classroom-setting? Would T be happier
having to face the whole class at one time all day long?

Would I be able to try and encourage each individual child to

express his or her individuality in such a room? I douht it

©very much,.

The closer it gets to fhe “two mpnths"ythé more convinced I
become of my inédequacies; I have even toyed with the idea
of giving up "storytime". Thesge childfen will never learn
how to listen, Yet I know only too well that this is one of
the most Important parts of their day. DBesides, I believe
wholeheartedly_that children must learn to listen to and
appreciate hearing the written word if they are to 1éarn to

want to read the written word.

'Wednesday: Nito.had three tantrums today and Marie fought

and cried all day long. The class was not as bad as they were
yesterday but they still have a long way to go. Most of them

are so dependent, They lack self-direction and the ability'
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to share and wailt their turn. The best part of the day was

when I showed them g filmstrip. They responded better to

this than to storytime, T suspect thig might be the case
because so many of them know little or no EBnglish at all,
This was also the reason why I goft a poor response from them
when T tfied to get .them to discuss the filmstrip after they
had seen if. Even when T asked gquestions in Spanish they
appeared to be at a loss for words. These children are not__-
accusﬁomed to being asked for their opinions. .This is some-
thing they must learﬁ to become accustemed to. Just the same;_
I am going to see to it that they get to view three or four

fllmstrips a week,

L called Mrs, Knobler up again tonight. TIt's. funny how she
sounds more optimistic than T do, ~She expects things to .
Improve and has faith in my abilities, I wish I knew whether

or not she 1s right about her feelings. I feel so low right

'nOWé I find myself'expecting nothing but the worst most of

the time.  Sometimes I wonder if Mrs. Knobhler says all the
things she says to me out of kindness and sympathy, and not

because she really helieves them, In either cage, T must

Cadmit that I always feel a 1little better afber T finish

speaking with her,
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Thursday: The children can read almost all of their names by

-now. That is to say, they not only read their own names, but
each others name as well. They can also read almost all of
the letters {'ve given them» When I call them to the writing
table (Irdivided them intosgroups bécause our writing area
accommodates only six children at a time), almost.all of them
come over to the writing area withéut too much of a fuss;
They seemlto want to iearn to write. They also come together
for ﬁeeting without too much difficulty; and the maJority of
them to remember to put their.names up when they come into
the class in the morning, They still continue to enjoy the
filmstrips; even the ones that show the alphabet, but they
seem to hate storytime and qleanuup time. They do not seem
to be fighting as_ﬁuch in the housecorner and théy do not feel
80 bad now when T redirect'a child to another area when the
houéecorner is too crowded. The children that are giving me
the most trouble arérthe emotionally immature ones. Nito
continues to be demanding and bossy with the other children,
Chuck continues to hit the others when he thinks no one 1is |
looking, and Roberto, whom I would like to nail to the floor,
conﬁinues to move about the room like =a little eel, What I
find interesting is the fact that the children do not imitate
Marie's demand for attention. What I find distressing is
that Nito is slowly but surely becoming the class scapégoat.

They seem to blame everything on hiﬁ.



22

Eridéy: Today was a réther'hecﬁic day. We made pudding and
everyone wanted to work with the para-professional who was
supervising this little cooking experience. I finally solved
this problem by lining everyone up outside the housecorner and

letting the children go in two at a time to stir the pudding.

‘They enjoyed this very much, However, the para-professional

has already indicated that she does not like to do this with
the children because they become too impatient to wait for

instructions., 1 suggested that we could eXchange places;

I would supervise our little cooking experience in the housex«

corner 1f she would be willing to walk around to the different .
areas to supervise in some, partieipate in others, or just

observe, depending on what was called for. She did not accept

or decline this suggestion; she just acted.annoyed.

Today 1s the end of my three weeks with class 1-6, and the

end of the.two weeks since I officially started the open
classroom_setting with them, The children in the class are

no longer just "ehildren" to me now., T am beginning to see
them as they really are - individuals, I find myselfl worrying
and thinking about their individual problems, their charm,
their abilities ahd their potential, There are times when I
Tind myself identifying with them. T also was born and

raised in that wvery neighborhood.' I also was brought up to

be seen and not heard, T also was a hell-raiser in school.



I also came from a family heset by so many problems that the

only expectation they had for me was that I "be good" in
school. Yes; T understand the mentalit& of' the parents éf
~my children, The trapgedy of it all is that understanding
problems 1s not enough. T must also learn to COpé with and
handle them if I am to reach these children. I keep reminding
myself that they were not born the way they are, Lven the
‘best of my children could be so much better if the circumstﬂnces
under which they were born had been hetter, By hetter I do
not Jjust mean "more money”; By better I mean a different
outlook on life, different values, a better chance in life,
more emotionai support; a_healthier.kind of love...the kind.
of 1ove a parent gives a child when that parent has.himself
experienced some measure of success in life and has had the
opportunity to hurture a positive self-image. Poverty, poor
health; fear, toll and instability are thé burdens that mosst
of the parents of the children in class 1-6 face day in and

day out,

'FOURTH_WEEK

Mondays: I arrived at school this morning with a little more
enthusilasm, Who knows, pérhaps this 1s the magic week. I
set up the classroom and at 8:40 wen{ downstairs to pick up
the children. When we got up to our room, I reminded them

to put their names up, hang up their cbats, and sit in the

™
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meeting area, This they were able to do without too much

-confusion. Then we discussed the day of the week, the date

(a child wrote in the date in the appropriate box, and put
up the card tﬁat said "Monday"), and we read a few easy
sentences from the blackboard. After this we discussed the

plans for the day and some children came up to select the

-cards that had the day's activities written on them., For

example, T sald, "We will paint today. Who can come up and
find the word 'paint'?" yntil this mofning, I had always
selected and placed the cards on the chart as T mentioned the
activities of the day. But today T decided to let the
children try to rind the words themselves, They enjoyed

doing this,

We went out this afternoon and bought a rabbit, Vincenti

‘named the rabbit "Snowball", Snowball caused a lot of ex-

citement in the classroom, I thought I had prepared the
ciass_enough for this great event, but apparently T didn't.
The children were all anxious to touch Snowball but they were
deathly afraid of him at the same time, Snowball was the

center of attention all alternoon,

All"in all, today wasn't too bad, but it wasn't tOO_good
either, Things were better than they  were duriﬁg the firat

week of school, but we still have g long way to go. I say
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"we" because I'm learning also. My réading and writing groups
é.re doing quite well, I think, With the exception of a few,
all of the'children are enthusiastic ahout these two activities,
and at least half of the class 1s doing well with 1it. This
pleases me very much because their positive response makes it
possible for me to feel more confident about the way I'm
planning this part of the day: S0 far; mogt of the chiidren

can read all of the thirteen names I've given them; they can

read simple words such aé'like;'look;_E;‘ﬁggﬁ'gggj and they
are learniﬁg the difference between a letter and a wofd;
Reading and writing 1s reinforced by way of other activities,
such as c¢lay work, (we make letters and.words with it);

finger painting, (I take their fingers and help them write

thelr names, etc,), pasting and cutting, (I encourage them to

cut out letters, make words with them and paste them, I also
lahel the pictures they decide to cut and paste),:gfgggggg
'writing, (the children are asked to dictate a story about the
Apictures they have painted or drawn. I write it for them on
experience chart paper wifh a magic marker)., While I}m atAit,
I also try to reinforce the Jearning of colors by asking them
what color they want thelr story in, In about two or three'
weeks T will make a bingo game with letters and one with the

- words they will have had by then, plus a few plcture words

from "In The City", the preéprimer I.plan to use with them,
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Tuesday: Nito and Marie were just exasperating today. If‘I
had but one wish, it would be that both these children could
be taken out of elass 1-6, T seem to be spending almost half
“of the time with these two children. Nito continues to have
tantrums and Marie continues to cry and be very demanding,

I continue to have some problems wilth the other children, hbut
nothing like what I have to put up with when it .comes to
Marie and Nito. T am aware of the negative feelings.I have.
for these two children and I feel gullty about them. T do
not want to feel this wdy and yet T can't help it. I am
beginning to think and believe that the success or failﬁre

of my program will depend in large measure on the absence or
presence of .these two children in my c¢lass, My goodness, does
this mean that I have already begun to make scapegoats of

Marie and Nito! Am I that desperate?

T stiil feel that I'm working in some kind of a vacuum., The
only time I get some kind of encoufagement and consolation is
_.when'I run home fto call Mrs. Knobler, Her optimism in my'l
abilities and in the final outcome of .class 1-6 seems to be
Just what a doctor would order for me if he could, T also
call my district supervisor and she gives me encouragement,

My three main problems are Marie, Nito, and my own lack of
confidence, With each passing day T seem to discover more and

more idegs for different and creative activities for my open
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- classroom program. My body feels tired, my spirit is drained,

but my mind is constantly ticking away with plans for class 1~6.

If only I could helieve more in myself}

I must admit, hoWever; that aé time.runs_ong I pet a clearer
picture about the way I'm going to try and accomplish what it
is that I want to do. 1In other wérds, I am surer of myself
nowrthan I was when I first took over the class. But this 1s
not enough. TFeeling a little more sure of myself wlll never
do., I must believe, I want desperately to believe that |

everything will work out, but I just can't,

' Wednesday: Today was catastrophic, What few pains 1 have

made these past three and a half.weeks seem to have vanished
into thin air. T wanted to kill Nito and Marie, I wanted to
kill myself, I wanted to hit Chuck and Magarita, and pillory
Robefﬁo. Ag a matter of fact; I experienced a tremendous urge
to walk into the principal's office and quit] As T sit here
and write about this feeling,rl ask myself why I dign't do
just.that: It seems so strange, I know why I wanted to quit;

hut I don't know why I didn't,

‘The children spilled paint all over the floor and ran around

the room hitting each other, They were ugly and I'm a big

flop, 1If things don't get better by the end of this year, T
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will guit my Jjob and finish the rest of the school year'by 30—

ing déy-tonday sub~ing., Why should 1 have to be the one to

prove something at P.S, 101? Why should I knock myself out

'by putting so many extra hours into my thankless job?

Nito has me to the point where I dread golng down and seeing
him in the morning,r It kills me to greet him each morning
with a smile and to say to him, "Good morniﬁg, Nito. How -
nice to see you todéy." The reason I say this every morning

is because I'm foolish enough to wish and hope that perhaps

a nlce greeting from me will motivate him to try to behave a
little better-fhan he usually does. Marie was also impossible,
She cried a great deal, tried kicking me (I felt like kicking
her back); refused to follow . directions, and from time %o
time,'clung to me and uttered cries that soﬁnded as 1f they
came more from a wounded animal than from a litftle girl. This
behavior makes me feel gullty because 1t makes me so aware of
my iﬁability to reach her, to comfort her. I can always
appease her when T have reached the point of no return with

her but I know that this is not the wisest thing to do with
Marie, This is what everyone else does and she has learned

to manipulate people because of it. What Marie needs most is
to feel loved and accepted, and not to be pitied. Rejection

is the only thing this child has known since the time of her

birth six years ago. Her mother was unable to cope with the
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responsibility of caring for her child so she shipped Marie
to. Puerto Rico. There Marie lived with her grandmother, who
in turn found it difficult to handle a growing child, so she
shipped Marie‘back to New York. Shortly thereafter Marie's
mother suffered a breakdown so the child was placed in a
shelter for children. The shelter then placed Marie in a
foster home, but after a few months she wés returned to the
shelter because the "foster mothef" found Marie too difficult
to_handle. Marie started her schooling while she was in~£he
shélter, bﬁt she attended her kindergarten class for just a
few shdft weeks because her teacher could not cope with her
elther, No&'she 1s in class 1-6 and her soclal worker is
overjoyed over the fact that Marie 1s in an open classroom.
Marle does need freedom to express herself; to find herself;
to work or function on her own emotional and intellectual
level, but she also needs to learn that imposed limlts do not
necessarily mean people are against her. She needs to learn.
how to function; handle freedom; and relate to adﬁlts and
peers within the 1limits that have been set, This kind of
learning takes a lot of time and patience-and T regrét to

say that there are times when I Just do not have the patience
and so I give in.to the child just to make things a 1little
easier for me; I try to give her as much affection as I
possibly can and I enjoy doing it because I know how much

this means to her, What T find difficult is hélping Marie to



30

learn to obsefve the rules of -the class, For example, she
cannot accept the fact that she is not allowed to take toys
and materials from other children, and that she cannot go
into the housecorner when there are too many children playing
in 1t, I do not compel her to writelbecause I am well aware
of the fact that she.lacks the ability to exert the kind of
concentration this particular activity requires,'buf I cannct
permit -her to leave the room whenever she wishes, lI will
permit her to do something else when I am having meeting with
the rest of the class, but I cannot allow her to kick the
other children just because she does not want the meeting to

be taking place.

Maslow's hierarchy of needs states that the need to feel safe
and loved must first be gratified before a person can begin
to work on his need-for esteem and self-actualization,

During my meeting with Marie's social worker; I stated this
and saild that right now I am not concerned with Marie's
learning how to read and write, I sald that what I hoped to
do was to help Marie learn how to accept herself and feel
accepted by others, and to learn to trust her environment;.
The social worker agreed that right now this was of the utmost

importance,
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Thursday: I am so exhausted when I get home from.work. It
seems as 1f there is never an end to all the planning, fixing,
and arranging. I go into work between 7:30 and 7:45 each
morning, I work during my lunch'hoﬁr, I work with individual

children during my preparation periods, and T stay working

‘In my classroom till almost 4:30 every day, after the childri:

have left, There are times when T'm so drained and disgusted
at the end of the day that I do not wait to come home tc ex-—

press my frustration in the form of tears. Instead I just

put my head down on my desk at 3:00 P,M, and let the tears

roll right out, My friend and colleague, Ann Whelan, has.
"seen me a few times while I'm in one of these states and she

“has tried to comfort me. Sometimes she will say, "What is

wrong with you is that you .want to do ten million things and
you only have time to do three million;" CSomebimes I will
ask her 1f she thinks I'm a good teacher; I want sgo much to
be good in the classroom, to make each day an exciting day'
for the children, to give themra 10Veffof laarnipg; to help
£ill some of the gaps that exlst in their 1ittle lives be- -

cause of the kind of homes many of them come from. I want

“to prove to the administrators that children can Tunection

better in the classroom when they are given freedom and the

ropportunity to make a choice, to be independent,. and self-

directed, and to blossom and not just "grow"! I'm trying so

hard and I seem to be getting nowhere. Much of what I have
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learned so far I've learned at the'eXpense_of so much trial

and error.

I put in a lot of hours at school, but that is not all there

is to my work. I spent Saturdays and Sundays looking for

~ books in the library, writing lesson plans, collecting Junk

from neighborhood stores, making functional charts, planning
for individual children like Nito and Marie and worrying
about my program. As far as my lesson plans are concerned;
I have been lucky because my supervisor has accepted them.

In some schools teachers have to write down goals, objectives,

and methods of motlvatlion for almost every lesson they present

to the class., I can't do this with my plans because I try to

always connect the various activities. I'm always expecting

‘some negative comment about my plans but, so far so good.

She hasn't hothered me at all and she says very little to me
about the way I am running the class: She still comes in at
least once a day but now I'm used to it; she once complained
tb the para-profesgional that T ignored her when she was in
the room, Wheh L approached her with this accusation; I ex-
plained that I was not trying to be rude hut that I thought
she came into the olaasﬁoom to observe and not necessarily to
talk to me. To he quite honest, hglf the time I never even
know,ﬁhan she is in the room because ['m usually involved with

a child or with a small group. Since then, however, I have
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tried to make it a point to notice when she is in the rcom and
when I see her I will ask her if she wishes to speak with me.

Her answer is usually, "No",

Friday: I was ahsolutely furious ﬁoday. The prinéipal call-
ed me into his office to complain ahout my staylng late in the
classroom after the children have left. The custodian has
inflormed him that he will not he responslhle for my safety. _

I told the prinbipal that I am also worried about my safety

‘but that I found it almost impossible to leave at 3:00 P.M,

with the kind of program I was running. His answer was that
he could not understand how all the other teachers managed

to get all of their work done and still leave at three in the
afternoon, After this little talk, he gave me strict orders
to leave no later than‘3:30_P,M,"I'Was almost in tears when
I walkéd out_of that office; Not only is there no one I can
turn to for help in that school, but the amount of extra
effort and work. T pﬁt into my work in the classroom must he
influenced by the dictates of the custodian. I really don't
know if this whole idea of'mihe is worth the effort! I'm so

disgusted,

" FIFTH WEEK;

- Monday: T spent a_great deal of time thinking about class 1-6

this past weekend. I compared the children's classroom
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response and behavior now to the way it was when I first took
over the class. In spite of my feelings of frustration and
defeat, I had to admit that some pfogress has been made, 'The
cldssrnow knows we start the day with meeting time; they know
when to look forward %o playtimé downstairs; they know we

have storytime after lunchj most-of them do their-required-
writing without my having to get after them; the whole class
has accepted the fact that they do not have assigned seats and
have 1earnedrto go to the different areas of the room;,de—-
pending on the task br activity he or sghe is going to do;
Also; they'respond rather well to_the various activities I
plan for them; For example; they enJoy seeing filmstrips,
working with clay, sewing; making collages; painting; playing
in the housecorner, working with the puzzles I have made for
them; playing,word_games; dictating stories; finger painting,
makiﬁg butter; pudding and peanut butter; doing hox sculpbtures,
ate; The children can read each others names now and pfetty
séon, most of them will be able to read the little reader I
am planning to make for each of them, Thinking about class
1-6 from such an objective and positive point'of View; I re-

turned to class today, October 26, full of hope, energy, and

‘a little selfe-confidence,

"

LI am glad I came to work this morning feeling the way I did,

because if I had any ldea of what was in store for me, T would
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have stayed in bed all day. By 9:30 I had a sneaking suspicion

that what T had really done this past weekend was to fantasize

~unrealistically about class 1-6., The children were absclutely

 ghastly! Nito was absent, Marie did not start the day off.

with her usual crying spell, but the rest of the class was
unbelievable, Catherine was unusually defiant and Chuck and
Magarita were in a very_aggressive mood, They were hitting
the.other children left and right. Some children were running
arbund the room more than usualy materials I had spent so much
time preparing were destroyed or left scattered all over the
room; one child had a bowel movement in his pants, and I got
yelled at by my supervisor because I put up a story a child
had dictated to me on a piecé of paper T had torn along the

fold Instead of cutting with a pair of scissors, Aside from

‘these unusual events, T had a normally hectic day., Will there

be no end to the madness that seems to have made itself my
working-companion?' There is a saying that it alwayé rains
before the sun shines; Ir things keep up like this, I'm

afraid T'11 drown before a small ray of sunlight shines throﬁgh

the window in room 208,

- Tuesday: Nito came back today big as life, and accompanied

by his tantrums. For some bizarre reagson, I did not wince
when T saw him. I guess it's because I found out yesterday

that things can still go bad in the classroom even if he is
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not there, Class 1-6 was not the hell it was yesterday, .but
neither was it the heaven I would have liked it to be, It
was somewhere in purgatory. I feel soméwhat better today
because T started three children on "rod work", I picked
three of the more mature and alert children'in the class and
the response was good, They seemed to enjoy wofking the
rodsa, I also arranged a_mathharea in the foom and instructed

these children to work there whenever they did ftheir rod work,

- Wednesday: T introduced two more children to rod work today

'and helped the three I started off yesterday., The resbonse

ffom ﬁhese five was good and they looked beautiful as they
worked happily in the math area, Most of the other children
are expressing Interest in the rod work, We have heen playing
with the rods for qulte some time now, comparing sizes, build-

ing'wiﬁh them, and learning their colors, but it wasn't until

- yeaterday that I started rod work in the official sense of

the term.

I think today was a pretty good day. I encountered only the

‘usual traumatic experiences and there were a few minutés when

the class actually looked rather good, By this I mean that

‘meeting time got off to a good start, Nito only had two tanﬁrums,

Marie functloned adequately, Chuck and Magarita were not

fighting and hitting as much, Catherine actually looked
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happier, the writing was filnished by everyone (except Marie

and Nito) and storytime went off rather well., Again, the

worst part of the day was clean-up, I'm exhausted but I
f'eel rather good. Who knows, perhaps things are taking a

turn for the better.

" Thursdays I think there has been some improvement, hut I'm

not really certain, The children are finally bheginning to

act as 1f they know what to expect most of the time. . Buft .

there are other times when they act as if they are in scnme

kind of classroom limbo, This past Monday was terrihle, hut

thelr behavior on Tuesday showed promiae; Wednesday (yesterday)
also was promising, but I was discouréged again today, Many
of the ¢hildren haveHlearﬁed to go from one activity to an-
other quite smoothly, but there are stili too many that have
difficﬁlty making this transition; they will start something
and thehrdecide that what théy have started ié not what they
want to do at all, This means that I must stop what I'm
deing, go over to the éhild and try to convince him to finish
what he has étarted. If I do not succeed, T must try to get
him to replace whatever it is he has lost interest in, This,
of course, means that whatever it is that I had been doing or
working on with an individual child or a small group must be

interrupted, One or two, perhaps maybe three interruptions

~of this kind can be easily tolerated, but contlnuous inter-
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ruption leads to nothing leﬁs than a feeling of exasperation
on my part, as well as on the part of those children T happen
to be working with, These annoyances are not uncommon in a

classroom. T encountered them many times hefore while worklng

~in the Pre-Kindergarten progranm, However, in PremKlndergarten

I did not have the pressure of having to teach readlng,
writing, phonlcs, and math T did not have to worry about

preparing the children for state-wide achievement tests, By

the end of the day I felt tired and defeated,

Everyone in the school is talking about the open classroom

in room 208, This makes me feel even more anxious because

of my determination not to fail, T cannot fail, not if T

want to convince some of the other first grade teachers of the
values of such a classroom‘ But this is already my fifth
week with the class; and my class 1s not functlonlng smoothly,
Yea, I have made some small gains but not enough to make it

gll seem worthwhile, not enough to make me.feel-optimistie,

I 8till dread going down and seeing Nito in the morning,
Marie is st1ll impossible, Magarita 1s not the least bit

interested in what's going on, Chuck still goes around using

the other children as punching bags, and Catherine's independence

continues to make me feel insecure about my ability to handle,

in a constructive, well thought~out, mature way, the problems
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and frictions that arise between children. I say this because
she often makes me feel as 1f she is challenging and testing
me only to prove to everyone else and to me that she will be

the ultimate viector. She probably will be!

Ffiday: I came home tonight and examined my goals for class

1-6. I listed them as follows:

To help children learn how to be independent -
- To help children learn how to handle freedom
To help children learn how to be cooperative
To help children learn how to make a cholce
without constantly seeking the approval of an
adult. ' '
5. To make learning experiences as rewarding and
~ exclting as possible, thus making the classroom
a place children look forward to everyday. A
place that encourages our1051ty, creativity
and wverbal expross1on

= o

After having done this, I asked myself whether or not I am
being too demanding in expecting tb accomplish this in five
weeks. After all, this 1is my first year teaching first grade
— and.an open classroom at that! Also, am I being unfair to
therchildreHQ As I mentioned in the beginning, most of my
children come from homeg that expect them to be seen and not
heard, to be obedient and conforming to the ways of the adult
world. They do not come from homes that encourage creativity,
curiosity; inaependence, and good, healthy verbal expression.

I asked mysell 1f the all too frequent chaotic outbursts in
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room 208 are the résult of chlldhood energy and curiosity
that is, in many cases,'expressing itself for the first time?
If I were more experienced in this kind of classroom setup,
would I be able to see some pgood in that which now appears

to be ndthing more than "a mess" to me? Am T béing foolish
in thinkingvthat my goals can be achleved even in one short

school year?

T do not have all of the answers to these quéstions. As é
matter of fact, I don't even know if the few answers I do

ha&e are correct. A1l I know is that all of this guestloning
has méde.me become so crucially aware of the fact that I must
not give up. The more time passes on; the more committed I
feel to the children. It iSAfor them thaf I must strive for
some measure of success, and not for the scheool administrators,

other first grade fteachers, or for my own ego.

SIXTH WEEK:

Monday: Today was a bebtter day than usual. The children saw

‘a fllmstrip, played a word game, listened to a story, finished

their writing, went down to play ball and Jjump rope 1in the

first grade ~yard, and many of the chlldren finger painted

for the first time in their lives. We also had tantrums, a

bit of fighting, pieces of puzzles missing due to carelessness,

pencils on the floor instead of in the pencil can, a Jar of
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~a booster shot to help me hold onto my new optimistic deter-

b1

paint dropped on the floor in the art area, some tears to

dry up, and an on-the-spot report that had to be made for the

Tront office.

Tuesday: I came home and read what I wrote about my goals
last Friday. The day left a lot to be desired and I needed
mination. It isn't so bad when T can honestly say that ﬁhe
worst part of my‘day has been clean-up. But when T have
difficulty in pinpointihg-the worst part of the day because
too many segments of the class time were equally és bad, then
I need-eiﬁher to close my mind completely to class 1-6 or
find sometﬁing or someone to inspire me all over again., I'd
iike to confess that neither of the two alternatives is easy

to do.

- Wednesday: It was great today! It's the best day I've had,

As is customary, we started the day with meeting time. After

meeting, six chiidren went to the writing table, six children

went to the math area, two started palnting, two or three

ended up in the library corner, three started working with

clay, a few started coloring, and the rest got very much in-
volved in making things (chairs, benches, robots, ete.) with

a bullding game I provided. Meeting ended around 9:15 or 9:20,
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at this time I spent ten or fifteen‘minﬁtes golng around the
room getting everyone settled into an activity, then I went
to the writing_area and supervised the writing while the
para-professional took over the math area. By 10:35 everyone
had doné the required writing for the day and I still had
fime to write two stories for some children, and go around
the room commenting on and observing whatever it was the
children were doing. By 11:00 we were downstairs playing, -
and by 11:20 the class was going into the cafeteria for 1uhch.
The morning was almost magnificent. T must confess that Nito

was absent and so was Chuck. Marie wasn't too bad, and

Catherine and Magarita were both in a very reasonable mood.

Thelafternoon was also good but not like this morning. At
12:10 T picked up the class fromllunoh, by 12:20 we were
settled in the meeting area for SﬁOrytime, by 12:40 I was
instructing the class on the agenda for the afternoon, by
12:50 we broke up and got started in various activities.
During the afternocon i worked with four children who need
extra help; I played a word game with some others, and wrote
three more stories that were dictated to me. By 1:4%5 we

started clean~up and by 2:00 I had the class ready for the

preparation teacher who comes in to relieve me. She showed

the class two fllmstrips and played "hot potato" with them.

During this time, I introduced two more children to rod work,
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What made this day such a good one? I keep trying to find a
clue, something 1 can hold ontc, so that I will be able to

make the utmost use of it. But I can't find a thing, I

planned for today just as I plan for any other day. What is .

it that made today so very different from yvesterday? It
couldn't have been enthusiasm because I did not have much of
that after what went on' in that classroom yesterday. .Can it
be'that the children are reaching the turning point? Can it
be that things have been'sq.bad that they can now only get

better? Whatever it is, T just hope it keeps up. I am so

.'very grateful for tgday.

- Friday: The best day I've had this week is still Wednesday.

The worst day was Tuesday. Monday, yesterday, and today were

’

good but not what I would call very good. All in all, it was

a very good week. I think it is the first week in which T.

~didn't feel like quitting. It was a good week because T was

able to introduce two new art activities to the children, get
five more children into rod work, and because I was able to
feel somewhat more confident. Most important of all, it was
a good week because of the responses I recelved from-the

children. I am beginning to feel more hopeful.

"SEVENTH WEEK

Monday: It wasn't until this morning, after I stepped out of

A
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the room and observed class 1-6 through the door, that I
realized just how much has been achleved in six short weeks.
The children didn't even realize I was not in the rcoom! Most
of them were involved in an activity. Some were writing thelr
assigned sheets in the writing areca, some were dolng their

- rod work, two were painting, three children were on the floor
in the meeting area taking apart a broken portable radlo, one:
girl was working with one of the functional charts I put up
on the bulletin board, three boys were chatting with one an-
other while working Wiﬁh clay in the. art area, two girls were
looking at the plctures in the books I had placéd on the
scilence téble. They seemed to be comparing the pictures of

'~1j ~ sea Shells'with the actual sea shells that were on display

on that table. .I felt so good inside. Yes{ T felt good in-

slde, but so very tired!

" Tuesday: FEveryday the children Have a writing sheet to work
with; Theée writing sheets conftain 1ettefs, words, simple

- sentences, and numbers. The children trace over the datted
.material_and/or copy it, it all depends on what the child is
able to do. After a child is through with writing, he or she
reads the'page to the para-~professlonal working with me or

to me; Realizing how anxious or timid children can become

when they are first learning to read, I make 1t a polnt to do

S
4



my.best to put the child at ease. I put my arm around the
child, try to find something to compliment him on ("I like
the way you wrote the A," or "T notice how hard you tried to
write onrthé line,"‘etc.), or T let the child sit on my lap
or rest against me. Weli, this morning, while reading with
a child, my supérvisor walked into ﬁhe room and noticed a
cﬁild sitting.on my lap while reading his sheet to me. She
came up and asked me why the child was on my iap. I cculd 3
tell by the look on her face that she disapproved. My reﬁly
to her was, "I do this in order to make them feel more at
ease. Affer she left the classroom, I continued reading
wilth. the children but tried to keep them off me whenever one
of them'tfied'to get very close. I felt as if T had just
Jilted the chlldren to molllfy the assistant prlnclpai It
was a bad feeling of guilt but I rationalized my guilt by
telling myself that feeling_guilty was much betfer than anta-

goniZihg_the assistant principal. 1 had enough'preasures and

' frustrations to cope with, without having to get on her black

list.

Wednesday: Up to now, one of my main goals has been to get
the ¢lass habituated to our relatively'unstructured aituation.

It was very rough at the beginning, but I do believe they

 have begun to come around. They know how to go from one acti-

vity to another without too much of a fuss. Most of them do
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the réquired work in the reading and math area without anyone
héving to direct them (we station ourselves there but only to
hélp them and to observe their writing habits).‘ They are
responding'to the library corner (I have noticed_fhat more

and more children are going into that area to look at books).
Clean-up time is still'quite hectic, but I am hopeful that even

this part of the day will eventually become a better one.

What I have to focus on eventually 1is the curriculum itself.

I know the children wiil egventually tire of clay, finger .‘
painting, collage, bingo, concentration, sewlng, etc. I would
love to have_an exclting and inviting math area set up. I
feel the same.wayrabout the science and language arts area,

but equipment is rather sparse. I have spent préctically

every weekend making things for the classroom since I took

over the class. T do not relish the thought of having to
spend the rest or even most of my weekends from now to June
the same way. A large part of the curriculum in an open

classroom should be based on the interests and excitement of

the children. If I were working in a progressive private

school, I would ignore the "word list" my children are sup-
posed to be able to read by the end of the year. If I were
in such a school, I would really try to build at least 80 or

85% of ﬁhé'academic learnings on the interest of the children.
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But the reality of the public school setting and expectations

is. such that I am going to have to make many compromises.

Thursday: The assistant principal who supervises kindergarten
and flrst grade complained today to the para-professional who

works with me. Her complaint was that T never seem tovackndww

ledge her presence when she enters our room. This is guite

true. T am usually so involved with the children T happen to
be working with that I seldom notice anyone who enters the
room. This is especially True if I happen td be 1n the

writing area which is situated in a corner of the room that

-1s diagonally across from the door and which is partitioned

off by a portable blackboard. The para-professional became

annoyed, complaining that she was not the "complaint depart-

~ment" in room 208, and said she couldn't understand why the

assistant principal complained to her about me instead of

teiling me herself. I also became somewhat annoyed. Affer
all, couldn't my assistant principal see for herself.how busy
I am with whatever child or group of children I happen to be
working with? As soon as I had a chance, I wrote a note to
the assistant principal and explained no rudeness was intend-
ed by my part. I sald that I seldom notice people who enter
the room dufihg certain periods of the day and that when T

do notlce a visitor, I take 1t for granted that they are there

- to observe the class. I asked her, in order to avoid misunder-



48

standing, to please come up to me and tap me on the shoulder

if she desires to speak with me.

- As I mentioned earlier, I was (and still am) terrified of the

asslstant prinecipal and have done my best to'keep out of her
path. However, on several occasions, when I have made some
kind of an effort to speak or discués what is going on in my
open classroom, she has cut me short by saying, "I don't care

how my children learn, as long as they learn". After hearing

-this remark from her a couple of times I dropped all efforts

to communicate with her. In a way I have been lucky. At the

-very beginhing I thought she would make my life in school

utterly miserable by complaining about the children talking

and walking around the room. She hasn't done this and I'm

~gratelful. During the first few weeks, when 1t was really

rough going and I was up in arms, I made a mental "sign of
the cross™ whénever she walked in and I happened to look up
and see her. I only wilsh 1t were possible for me to go to
her when I'm in doubt, confused, and overwhelmed at the Jjob.

It would be comforting to know there 1s at least one person

I could turn to for guidance in' that school. I wish P.S. 101

had a Pearl Zietz, a Selma.Knobler, a Barbara McAllister, or

an Estelle Meadoff.
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Friday: Storytime, which is right after lunch, has been im-~
proving. About half of the class listens to the story with

what appears to be "interest". T translate the story into

' Spanish. whenever I think 1t is necessary. I often ask the

children what kind of stories they would prefer to listen %o,
but most of them cannol answer this question because they
haven't heard that many stories to be ablé to express a pre-—
ference. Thelr inability to express an idea or a choice

makes me so aware of the fact that they need to speak more to

- each other and to me and the para-professional. T have tried

several times to encourage conversation during meeting time,
but I;seem to lose control after awhile because all the

children want to speak at one time. I end up losing my

- patience because I seldom understand what it is the children

are talking about anyway. The whole thing is ridiculous and
absurd. . L am so aware of their need to talk, to be given

the opportunity %o learn how to relate verbally to their peers
and adults. Yet'I*get impatient when some of them get so
excited that they try to speak to each other at the same time.
Perhaps I wouldn't get so impatiént if I aid noﬁ feel so
apprehensgive and edgy so much of the time. I try to make this
up to them by spéaking a great deal to them on a one-to-one
basis. Spanish scems to really get their complete attention
and interest, and 1 by no means discourage them from speaking

Spanish in the classroom.  As a matter of fact, I often find
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myself corfecting thelr Spanish and explaining to them how
begutiful the Spanish language is when 1t i1s spoken correctly.

I sometimes wonder if all this confuses them. My feeling

- about hearing Spanish spoken in the classroom--in spite of

“the fact that I do everything to encourage English--is certain-

ly not a negative one. On the other hand, the principsal and
assistant principal always go around saying "We speak English
in school, not Spanish". I wonder if these two different

attitudes have an effect on the children.

" BIGHTH WEFK:

Monday: Very few chlldren came in today. With the attendance

down to 19 T had a very enjoyable day. Nito was absent and .

- I heard from someone who knows his sister that he may be going

to Puerto Rico. I'm ashamed to admit that I was overjoyed
with the news. As usual, I worked straight through the whole
day; from 7:40 until H:30; but T feei good about myéelf, my
class; and mylwork; We had such a full, exciting day. Thé.
children participated in the full gamut of activities. They
went home wlth Such happy 1little faces! I came home wishing,
as usUalQ that I could do more, but knoWing somewhere deep
inside of me sometimes i1t can be just as bad to give children
too much as not giving them enough. Children need to have
time to méster an activity, to be able to do it over and over

agaln in order to discover different approaches to a glven
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find myself wishing the children would hurry up and start
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task or to understand, learn and incorporate whatever learn-

ing or ‘information there 1s to be gotten from an activity or

game.

fuesday: I know that children need to experiment with paint,
to mix colors, to feel free of the idea that they must come
up with a work of art whenever they go to the easel. Yet I

producing lovely paintings. The redgson I feel this way is

because I want to prove to the para-professional working with

me that hef_attitude toward painting 1s not a constructive one.
She just sees the mess that results in the painting corner.

I do not want to have to wofry about what the para-professional
feels. After all, I have enough to worry about. But I can't
help myself; Begides, I have always felt that many more
positive things can happen in a classroom when there is a
feeling of entﬁusiasm on the part qf the adults in the room.

I like the para-professional T work with. She is really a
very nice person. I also understand the fact that it may be
unreasonable on my part to éxpect her to see the value of
everything that goes on in the classroom in view of the fact

that she hasn't had the training. This is why I attempt to

‘convey to her informally the educational value of our on-golng

activities.
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As a matter of fact, I am thinking about finding out whether

or not she can visit Bank Street with me. Perhaps i she saw

all the things teachers and assistants do there, she would

not feel as if she 1s being asked to work above and beyond

_the call of duty. I suspect that this feeling runs through

her mind quite often, and I can certainly understand why.

Most para-professionals havé very speéified, limited duties
ih thelr classroom. They often sit in the back of the room
becauge there just isn't that much for-them to do in a‘very

traditional classroom.

Wedneédag: Reading and writing has been going on simultaneously
in our room. The children, however, did not start out writing
what they were learning to read. As I mentloned earlier, the
children first learned to read thelr names and then simpie
picture words. In writing,-however, they started Qut by
learning the names of the letters in their names and how to
write those letters. I suppose one can say that this method

is rather eclectic for it involvés a combination of the look
and say method, ﬁhe phonetic method, and the alphabetic.method.
As a prelude to this approach to reading and writing, [ have
been showering the ¢hildren with the ”spoken” word. Most of

the children do not have a good command of tﬁe English language,
a largé percentage of them don't even have an adequate command

of the very language the principal and assistant principal are
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always requesting them not to speak. 1t is for this reason
that I find it important to read to them.everyday,_to Just
81t and talk with them, and to show them so many filmstrips.
A lot of creative writing is also encouraged. Some children
afe already able tc copy captions cofrectly. Other children
dictate little stories which I write with a magic marker and

hang up.

'Thufsday: Today was the first rough day this week. The

children were in an aggressive mood and quite noisy. I got
furious with them because they were so mean to each other.
If they learn nothing else, Ilwould like that these children

learn to cooperate and help one another, be kind to each other,

to allow thelr little hearts to grow with warmth and love for

a2ll things that 1ive in their world. I know that their lives

are afflicted and deprived. Some experience violence even in

their own homes, others are neglected, some have never known

what it's 1like to hear words of approval or encouragement.

"It 1s for these very reasons that I would like them to become

tender, feeling children. Somehow I seem to think that if
they do become compassionate and caring, the cruel realities

of 1life that await them will not kill their spirits completely.

I'm aware of the fact that children ekperience anger and

frustratlon, and that these feelings need to be expressed.
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What upsets me is when they become mean to each other, often

displacing their feelings of hostility onto an innocent peer.

Friday: T am happy to say that in addition to the "ecrazy
mixed-up™" days we experience in room 208, we.also are begin-
mng to have our days of-laughter. An example of what I mean
wag exemplified foday. I take my class. out twice a day to

the bathroom, once after our morning worktime, and -once in
the afternocon after storytime. TFor the past two weeks, just
before I take the ohildren out to the bathroom, I inform them
that we are golng to the bathroom to urinate and/or have a
.bowel movement. I have been using these terms with them in

an effort to get them out of the habit of saying "pee-pee"

and "kakie". Today I decided 1t was time to ask them if they
know what it 1s that we do when we go to fhe bathroom. Several
hands went up but there was onellittle girl who looked as if
her world would come to an end if she did not get the chance
to show all of us just how well she had incorporated her néwly
acquilred knoﬁledge. When I asked her to tell us the answer,
she said, "We go to the bathroom to germinate". T felt her

charming answer would have amused Art Linkletter himself.

‘I often find myself looking at the children and wondering
what they will be like come next April or May. I am really

expecting them to grow a great deal in many ways. The reagson
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I feel this way is'that even now I marvel at the change that
has taken place 1In them since we started out. I wonder if
the candy T am always giving them as a form of reward has had
such an impact on them. Candy is not the only form of re-
ﬁard they receive. I also praise them a great deal.and an
constantly telling them hoﬁ smart they really are. But T
ﬁust admlt that candy really motivétes them. We still-have

a long way to go but I can honestly way that T feel the worst

is over. Routines have been established and some amount of -

‘work has been accomplished. What I need most from now on is

not someone I can turn to, but patience.

DECEMBER

Class 1-6 is'doing well. The children are doing beautifully.
They get théif work done with a minimum of problems, they
relate father well with each other, they get involved in a
lot of creative activities, and I am delightedlto note, they
look quite happy. The only part of the day that is still ex~
asperating is clean-up time. I have Just about given up in
this area, but I must admit that I do not feel too bad about

it. After all, one cannot have everything in life.

3

One of the most significant changes I see occurring is the

sense of responsibllity the children are beginning te develop.
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They know what must get done each day in class and most of

them do it without my having to stand over them like a warden.

“I'm just thrilled with.class 1-6.

My so-called "problem" children have changed somewhat. (It's

elther that or the fact that T am used to them by now. I

don't know which.) Chuck still hits and tries to be sﬁeaky
about it but not as muéh‘as before. Marie continues to cling
to me and cry with the least provocation but I do believe f:m
learning to tolerate and handle her a bit bettér. Catherine
still defies me on evefything whenever éhe happens to get up
on the wrong side of the bed, but I don't mind as much because
her brightness and creativity are sources of inspiration for

me. And lastly, Nito was discharged.

Room 208 looks a lot nicer than it did when I took over at the
end of last September; T was fértunate to be able to.get
two.room dividers and two_bookcasés and I have used these four
pleces of furniture, as well és my desk;_to form areas in the

room. I havé.also livened up ﬁhe room by displaying fthe

_children's art work and stories all arcund the room. I do

not display fhe "best" math work or "best" penmanship papers
as 1s so commonly done in the traditional classroom. All
children, no matter how capable or incapable they may be, en-

joy seelng their work.displayed. I feel 1t is ego-damaging
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put up because he 1s unable to produce work that merits a

_90 or 100%. By the same token I never grade their work. I

do not feel that I have to. By now I know who has problems

in the given areas of the curriculum.

-I am also happy about the improved lines of communicatlion

between the assistant principal and me, I do not feel as ap-

‘prehensive about her as I did when I first started out. Also,

I suspect that her feelings about my abilities as a teacher

and about me as a person have taken a turn for the better.

One of the disappointments I have had was being frightened

into switching the children from their work with cuisenaire

rods to the traditional method of learning addition and sub-
traction. I felt compelled to make the change after the

pfincipal'told me the children wefe going te be tegted to see
whether or not they were learning in the open classroom. The

children were never tested and I regretted having made the

‘change. I Ffelt the children would have had a greater degree

of understanding of the concepts "more than" and "less than"
had they been permitted ﬁo work with the rods the whole year.
The Christmas holiday will be here soon. I wonder how the

children will carry on in eclass after thelr vacation. I'm
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heoping they will be able %o pick-ub where fhey left off and
that everything will continue as it has been. I suppose 1t
makes no sense to worry about this now. Time will eventually

make everything come to. pass.

- FEBRUARY

I am pleased with the way things'are going. When we returned
from-our Vacation, all of us needed only a couple of days -%to
fall back into the swing of things. - The children are really
gréat. I sometimes wonder 1f Nito's dischafge last December
was a factor in the way everything finally fell into place.

I must admit that I'm glad I'm wondering about this now in-

stead of having him in the class and knowing for sure.

I regret to say., however; that my working relationship with
the para-professional has been sléwly but surely taking a

turn for the worse. She has begun to complaih about the way
I run things in the class. For example, she complains about
having to iﬁstruct the children in a particular art actiﬁity
in small groups. She told me she feels more comfortable in-

structing the whole class at once, while every child is in

his or her seat. She says she finds 1t annoying to have %o

repeat the lesson or demonstration with each group. L re-

minded her that the method of instruction she prefers 1s one
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that 1s practiced in the tréditional classroom setup which

we do not Have, I pointed out, as nicely as T could,.that
young children do not get as much out of a lesson or demon-
stration when they are sitting six or seven to fifteen.feet
away from the person who 18 giving the lesson. I also mention-
ed to her that the area we have for the kind of activity she
was helping the children with does not provide room for the
entiré class. I explained again, as I had been doihg fPvaA

the very beginning of the school year, thé values of small

_group and individual instruction, pointing out that even on

a college level, better teaching and greater rappoft between
students and teacher takes place when class size is small.

I also mentioned that one of the reasons private schools such
as Bank Street School are able.to be so effective in teaching
children is because of their emphasis on small group and
individualized instruction,. Her,answéf to all of this was,

"This is not a private school". I felt so exasperated about

‘her attitude. T had hoped that by this time I would have had

some measure of success in converting her to the open class-

room philosophy and its method of instruction. I feel that

I am failing her in some way and this depresses me because I

sincerely like this lady as alperson. But, I dislike having
to get annoyed ovér her negafive attitude. Sometimes I won-

der 1f she feels intimidated by the responsibility that is

réquired of her in the kind of classroom setting we have.
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She 1s aécustomed to the traditional clasgsroom, which does
‘not make the kind of demands an open classroom does. Mrs.
Granger herself has often told me that there were many days
when she fell asleep in the back of the réom because there

‘was nothing for her to do in the traditional classroolm.,

MARCH 12

Two of my girls came up to me today, arm-in-arm, and sai&,
"Miss Montalvo, we 1ike to come to school." They looked
happy and were grinning. When I asked why they felt this

Wéy, they'replied tﬁat it was because they considered 1t fun
to do all the activities that take piace in class. I felt

so touched by their enthusiasm and smiling faces that I

found myself feeling very grateful to them and.to_the class

as a whole. I was'grateful-to‘them for appreciating my effort
and long hours on the job. I think any teacher who is truly
involved with her students and who is really concerned about
the kind of experiences her class 1s getting, will admit that
one of her greatest sources of satisfactlon is the respbnse
she gets from her children. My children do not reallze it,
but they keep me going, they inspire me. Their positive
response serves as a reinforcement for me and motivatés me

to even greatér intérest and effort in the'clasSroom. All of
this provides a rising level of mutually rewarding experilences

whieh benefits all concerned.
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Chuck'started hitting again. When T went down %o pick up thé
children this morning, two girls were crying. Several children
came up to.me to give merthe gruesome detalls of_ﬁhe events
leading up to the "hitting” incident._.l immediately assumed

an air of Seriousnesé and announced that this matter was too
important to discuss downstalrs. VI-asked them to save their
Anformation until Wé could discuss the matter during meétiﬁg
time. We went up to our room and the childrén and I sat down

for meeting.

I must admit that I was somewhat angry and the children sensed

5 -' ‘I this. Upon further questioning, it seemed that all fingers
pointed towards Chuck. I asked the class; "What should we
do? How can we best handie Chuck?" Four or five children
sald we should give him one more chance. Roberto said we
should give him two more chances., A coupie of other children
salid I should "whip" him. Then I asked, "What should we do
if Chuck hits children again?" One boy answered that I |
’shouid wrilte a letter to his mother. Someone else said, "Put
him in a class with a mean teacher". Poor Chuck; he looked
}ike a helpiess defendant at the mercy of the jury. He seem-
ed so'helpless, so at a loss to explain or understand the

reasons for his aggressive behavior. I sympathized with him
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because I know only too well how it feels to want to strike
out at someone when T'm angry and feeling. frustrated. But
unlike poor Chuck, I have the strength or self-control to

contain my impulses.

 APRIL 19

Today was the first day back from our Easter vacation. Upon

entering room 208 this mofning, I discovered the floorslhad
been washed and polished durlng the holidays and that all of
the furniture had been pushed.to one area o©f the room -- the
meeting area. f saw my well thought out plans for the day
fiying out‘the_window in a flash. I became a bit frantic

and experienced a slight panic taking charge Qf me . The-
first thing Ildid was to remove the furniture from the meet-
ing area and set up the library corner in the'same place 1t
was before. All I kept.thinking about as I pushed and pulled
furnitpre around the room was the effect this confusion would
have on the children. At 8:38 I went down to get the children.
When we reached our classroom, I informed'them of what had
happened to the room while we were away and the confusion that
existed as a result of this.

The children came in, hung up their ccats and slowly but

Surely gathered in the meeting place. The first thing we did
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was to talk about our vacation. Marie, as usual, expressed

wishful thinking. She spokerabout all the wonderful things

she had done with her family. A few of the other children
spoke incoherently about the catastrophes that had taken
place in that one week of their vacation. By the time the
talking session was over, we had had descriptions of two
fréctured toes, one sprained ankle, three knocked oﬁt teeth,
and two spankings. I tried to continue the conversation in
order to delay the start of our workperiod. However, the .
children Started to get fidgety ahd expressed a desire to.do
math work, reading, writing, painting,_and the other tasks.
I had no choice but to let them go, but not without creossing
my fingers and’holding my breath in view‘of the fact that the -
room -had not yet been completely rearranged. By this time,

Mrs. Granger had been able to set up the painting area.

This first morning after our Easter vacation was one of the
best mornings we have ever had. Some children asked for some
writing, and some did their math work. Danny read to’tﬁo-
other children in the.library corﬁer; and practically half
the class had a chance to paint. Marie did twenty problems
in her math book! This 1ittle girl, who had an attention
sﬁan of about two seconds last October and November, and a

five minute attention span the following December and January,

“actually sat down and worked out problems in addition for al-
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most one hour! I couldn't believe my eyes! The class seemed
s0 happy and contented. They worked so well and moved about
the room so Smbothly; By 10:00 A. M. my panick& Ffeeling had
disappeared. The afternoon went equaily as well. But as
usual, I had some difficulty bringing the clasé up after.lunch.
This islan especlally difficult time for them becausé when
they finish eating in the lunchroom, they are taken into the
auditorium and are expected to sit there quietly until I go.
down to pick them up. 'This 1s a period of the daylthat is
usuélly quite hectic and rather trying for the para-professionals,
school aldes, and teachers in charge. The children, who are
restless from being in the classroom all morning, find 1t
difficult to sit still and quietly. Consequently, they be-
come rather wild, yelling and running up and down the aisle

whenever they manage to sneak out of thelr seats. Even class

'1-6, which, as far as I know, is the only class to‘get a

chance  for 1arg¢ muscle activity in the first grade yard
every morning, gets restless and into a bit of trouble every
now and then. -This is the main reason why I prefer to tell

a story or show a fllmstrip after lunch., T feel it helps the

children settle dowh.

I learned a lot this afternoon. My children made me feel a

little ashaméd because I was not as trusting of them ag T
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should have been. They actually helped me get started again

ihto our routines. T was more upset by the lack of physical

_ordér in the room than they were. T was more apprehensive

and forgetful about our classroom'procedure than they had
been. They didn't realize it, but they helped and taught
their teacher a great deal. Even their paper collage work in

the afternoon was on a more sophisticatéd'level than ever

_before. Almost everyone seemed to want to be doing something.

As T quietly observed class 1-6 this alfternoon, 1. was aware
of the metamorphosis that transformed this once unruly, dis—

organized-group into such a smoothly functioning one.

‘APRIL 20

Class 1-6 worked very well today. I am amazed at the paintings
the children are turning out. At the very beginning, when 1
first set up the painting area T often found myself wondering
when and 1f their painting would improve. What most of the
children did durlng that time was mix colors and experiment,
painting after painting. I had expected this to happen, bﬁt
I couldn't help wanting them to go on to the next stage of
development in this area. T find it amazing to see Just how
much a child's perscnality 1s reflectéd in his painting.

Roberto, who as.I mentioned before, 1s like an eel, paints a

picture in three_seconds, Needless to say he leaves out
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virtually all detail. Marie who has very poor small-muscle
coordination, paints rather poorly. She has a lot of trouble
painting small details on her'piﬁtures. Melanie, who is an |
aesthetic little girl, paints the loveliest, daintiest
pictures in the class. Chuck always turns out muddy, heavy-
looking pictures. Magarita who is a bit stubborn, and whose
neéd to control situationé makes her unable to relate to her
peers without some difficulty, often paints very morbid

pictures of funerals, coffins, Jail, witches, etc.

The children starfted making thelr own puzzles tbday for the

first tinme. There was a great deal of enthusiasm over this

‘project. Chuck expressed a desire to write a story about

how much he loves his younger brother and how he likes to
rlay wlth him, I wonder Whethér a favored sibling is what
is responsible for his periodic attacks on the other children.

Could it be that his exaggerated protestation of love for hils

"brother is a kind of reaction formatlion?

APRIL 23

This morning was absolutely fantastic! The children worked

80 beautifully. All of fthe children (with the exception of

one ‘or two) were golng from one activity to another on their

own. The activities I made avallable to them provided rein-
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forcement of their reading vocabulary (creative WPiting, bingo

with words, word games), . creative expression (drawing and

collage work, as well as painting), and manipulatiﬁe exercise

(making puzzles, claywork, and playing with a bullding game).
They also learned two new words and did their daily reading

and writing sheets as well as their math work. - The children

~got so involved 1n all that had been provided to them that we

worked‘right through the alloted time for play in the down-
stairs yard. The climax of the day came at ten minutes %o
three, when we realized it was time to go home. Some of the
ohildreﬁ-did not want to go home. They expressed annoyance

over the fact that their school day had come to an end.

‘The only little problem we had today presented itself when

Magarita was caught trylng to destroy some of the puzzles
the other children had made. She denied having done this.
I feel sorry for her because, like Chuck, she seems to be

taken over by impulses she herself disapproves of. Perhaps

it i1s even this very disapproval, combined with guilt, shame,

and fear that makes'her deny her naughtiness even when she
1s caught red-handed. In an effort to keep her from fthinking

she is a bad little girl, I often say to her, "Magarita, good

fgirls don't do things like that. I'm surprised at your be-

havior because you are a good girl". During my last parent-
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teacher conference with her mother, I learned that Magarita

‘has a three year old brother at home. It seems Magarita likes
to exert a lot 6f control over him, and when she acts a Tit-

fle babyish her mother tells Magarita, that unlike her 1ittle
brother, she is too big to be cuddled and cooced over. I sug-
gested to the mother that perhaps Magarita may reseﬁt the
attention her brother receives and that she should try and

give Magarita the attention she seeks as well as the impombance .
of being the oldest. T suggested to the mother that perhaps
Magarita's hostile aets were those of a child who félf dethroﬁed.'
Also, T told her that Magarita's inability to relate to her
classmates could be due to the fact that this child, who had

no previous scheool experience, never had the opportunity to.
play and relate to any other child except her younger brother.

I must admit that I began to see Magarita in a different 1ight

since that meeting T had with her mother.

" APRTL 27

Today was a rather hectic'day. The para—professionai was out
and I found it extremely difficult running the class as usual
211 by myself. It seemed as if all the children needed me
2t once. Not all of them finished their writing and méth
work, and for a while, things got pretty chaotic. I doubt

if I could run this kind of open, informal classroom, with
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this many children, without a para-professional. T wondef
if T would have learned to work by myself with the class the
way I have been doing had T started out alone from the very
beginning. One of the things I do not like about myselfl is

the desire I have to control every move in the class when I

'begin to feel insecure. T believe that this temporary feel-

ing of insecurity was in some strange way transmitted to the
ehildren because they behaved today as if it were their firstﬁ
week ih school. No one remembered where to put scissoré 5;
peneils, or crayons. Few remembered to do their jobs. " The

room was quite disordérly and so was T!' I'm not looking

forward to going in tomorrow.

- APRTL 29

It seems that there just is no way for an understanding,between

Mrs . Granger and myself. Her attitude over her role in the

ciass has gotten worse. She made me so furious the other day

that I found myself.coming quite close to the breaking point. .
she accused me of not caring about her clothes as much as T
care about mine. The reason for this accusation stems from
her displeasure over having to supervise the afternoon clean-

up...espécially the painting area. BShe.just hates to face

"the area. I can understand how she feels in view of the fact

"that in the four years she's been a para-professional, she
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has never had this task. The reason for this is that children
in P.3. 101, like most children in the other city public
schools, seldom have an opporbtunity to use a palnt brush after
they have left kindergarten. As a matter of fact, I am the
only first grade teacher and perhaps'only classroom teacher
in the school who proﬁides painting to the children everyday.
If teachers can't see the value of'thié activity, or if they
do but prefer to deny it to the children rather than be faced
with tﬁe extra work it requireé on her part, then how can a
para—professionél be expected to feel enthusiastic about
painting?  Nevertheless, I felt that Mrs. Granger's acdusétion
was an unjust one in view of ﬁhe fact that I go in quite

early every morning (7:45) in order to seb up the painting
area and.art activity of‘the day. I also spend my lunch hour
preparing the roomlfor the afternbon and freshening up the.
painting area--which includes emptying, rinsing, and refilling
the water cans So'that fhe children will have fresh water to

wash out theirrbrushes.

I have asked Mrs. Granger to take over meeting at the end of
the day if she so desires while I supervise clean-up, but she
refuses to accept this claiming that I'm the teacher in the
room. It seems that I can't win. ‘I.can't very well conduct
meeting and supervise clean-up at the same time. I'm willing

to do eilther but Mrs. Granger isn't. What displeasures me
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moSt of all 1s the possible effect our bickering has on the
children. Many of them come from homes where there is con-
stant turmoil and confliect. T think it is unfair to them to

have them witness dissension in their classroom as well.

May 3 Monday

My day went well today. Roberto drew a picture of a golf'club
and while T was helping him write his captlon, I discoverad

he did not know the name of this object. He explained that

1t was a long stick one uses to hit a little ball with, and
gave me a demonstration on how it is used. T then proceeded
to share with him what little knowledge I have of the game he
seemed so enthusiastic about at the'moment, T explained that

form, accuracy, and number of strokes are what determines who

‘the winner is in a golf match. I found myself wondering about

all the knowledge these children probably have but never dis-
cuss due to thelr limited vocabulary. This incident with the
golf club just reinforced my feelings about the value of

letting children talk in the classroom. Children need to be

‘able to practice language ir they are ever pgoing to perfect

1ts usage. Roberto also noticed the similarities between

multiplication and addition. I started hlm on simple multi-

'pllcatlon last week and today he came up to me and sald "This

kind of math is 1ike addition, isn't it?" Alberto finally
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‘wrote his name éorreotly'after two months of trying, and he
dictated his first captién. He is so far behind the other
children but he relates rather well to his classmates. The
tragedy.in hils 1ife is ﬁhat hé'ﬁitnessed his father's suicide.
He never speaks about'this but he expresses his anxiety
through frequent crying,'extreme gensitivity, -and very morbid
paintings. Lorrie came up to me today and told.me she did

not know how to .write the letter "n". I eénnot_Understand
.how-she managed to do all of the writing she has done witﬂ:
out knowing how to write fhis.letter. Perhaps she just wanted
some special attention or she somehow discovered she was:
writing the letter incorrectly. I never noticed this even
thoﬁgh I have observed her writing on fréquent occaslons.
Lorrie is blossoming out so nicely. - She seems to have gailned

some self-confidence and 1s apparently coming out of her shell.

A problem‘that is beginning to present itself is lack of time
for creative writing. More and more children aré expressing
a desire to write their own little captions or short stories
to go with their pictures. Up until now, 1 have been writing‘
1t for them while they dictate whatever it is they want to
say about the picture. It's wonderful to hear the children
say they want to do their own writing; this has béen one of

my goals all along. The problem is that I find it extremely
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difficult to help every child who wants to write because this
requires a great deal bf‘time. Mrs. Granger does not appear

té enjoy this task and I'm afraid her attitude will discoufage
the children's desire to do creative writing. Besides, many

of the children who want to do this kind of writing still
experience difficultyrin‘verbalizing whatever 1t is they want

to say and helping them say it‘réquires a skill few para-
professionals haﬁe, due to lack of training. One must practical-
1y put words into some of the children's mouthsrand yeﬁ d;-it |
in’'such a way that it will enable the child to feel "hig"

words, not the teacher's, are actually the ones that have

gone Into the story.

My student teacher's supervisor came'in today and again
expressed her admiration for class 1-6. She related to me

during our five minute conference the conversation she had

had with Mrs. Granger earlier. She mentioned to Mrs. Granger

~that our class is conducted the way a class should be con-

ducted and that-she was happy to see this kindrof classroom—
setting in a public school. Mrs. Granger answered that it

has taken her a long time to get used to it and that she still
does not feel completely at home in such an informal class-—

-room setting.
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This week has gone by fairly well. It hasn't been my best

week but its a far cry from what the class was like last

November. I look at the children in class 1-6 how and can't
help but admire them. Clean-up time is sti1ll the most unde-

sirable time in our school day.

May 7 Friday

I had a little difficuit& wilth the para-professional today.
She claims she is‘tiréd of all this activity in the classroom,
especiaily‘the painting. Her attitude and unpleasant facialr
expressioﬁs not only influence the children, but put me on
edge. During oﬁr morning meeting, I informed the class that
we would be going to the park in the afternoon. Mrs. Granger

said she wasn't going. When I asked her why, she said she .

didn't feel.like it because the children do not walk uniformly

in two straight lines down the street. I found this rather
Strange'in view of the fact that we have only taken the class
out twice; once- Lo buy the rabbit and the second time to 2o
to a puppet show that was being given in.a neighborhood de-
partment store and both times they were well~behaved. But
before I could remind her of this, she went on to say, "I
didn't know about this trip to the park and I just can't go

on a trip without planning things." I mentioned to her, as
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I have many times in the past that all she has to do is look
at my plan book to learn of the events ﬁlanned for each day.
I then inguired if this meant that my plans for the class

now depended on her whims. I got so furlous that I threw the

- pointer I had in my hand on the floor and Just walked out of

the room. I know it was the wrong thing to do but I was so

cangry that if T hadn't done this I probably would have done

something worse. I regretted my éutburst later on but by
then it was too late to do anything about it. The restlof
the day was rather strained for both of us. When I walked
out at 3:30 P.M., I feit_depressed, frustrated, and still

quite angry.

" May 10  Monday

T informed the para-professional today that as soon zg the

weather gets better, we will be taking the children to the

park at least once a week and sometimes twice a week. I

mentioned ﬁhe fact that these children are cooped up at home
and have been cooped up in school all wihter long and-thaﬁ

they need to go to the park, sce grass, climb, run, and play.
She 1istened raﬁher atténtively but did not say énything. 1
later found out that she had said to someone that she had no

intention of accompanying the class to the park twice a week.
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It was a very good day today. The children worked very effective~

‘ly. I have my preparation period on Mondays from 2:00 to

2:45, which means that T was out of the room during this time
doing individualized reading with a child. When I returned

to the room, I discovered that Mrs, Granger had not'supern
vised the children in the art area. When I asked her about
this, she replied that the children .played with the water and
did-not finish their jobs on time. I asked her why she did
not supervise their clean-up duties and she replied that she
couldn't be bothered, that she was tired of reminding them

of their duties. She went on to say that the children should
be able to do their clean—up jobs.by now, I_got 80 angry at

her attitude that I said in a loud and furious voice, "I

.guess this means I should start planning to stay here t111

6;00 P,M,. Tt seems T don't have enough to do now. I'm going
to have to stop doing individualized reading with the children
Just so thatVI cdn.geﬁ the kids to'do their jobsrat the end
of the day." By this time the relief teacher had the class
lined up and ready to leave; The para-professional, who-is
supposed to work until 3:;30, left with the class and did nob

come back, T worked in the classroom until 4:15,

4

[

On my way home, I kept thinking about possible solutions to

the problem with Mrs, Granger. T realized that I just can't
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‘keep losing control of myself in the classroom; especlally in

front of the children, One alternative is to sit down again
with Mrs. Granger and try talking things out with her once
more, But I have tried this several times before and it just

doean't seem to help, She views painting every day as a

waste of time and flexibility on my part as a form of incon-

slstency. For example, the children know they must do their
writing, reading, and ten math problems everyday.  However,
tﬂere are times when children will come up to me and say tiat
they don't feel like doing their math and.could they be per-
mitted to do two_pages'the followihg day instead (there are
ten problems on each page of their individualized math books).
I usually say yes to them because I can understand the fact

that children, like adults, also get tifed of doing the same

thing every day. Besides, I think it is good training for

children to learn to keep their word on agreements they have

made, This, I believe helps them develop a sense of respon-

81bility. Experlence shows me that most of the children who

make these agreements with me do keep their word., T have.

tried to explain this to Mrs;_Granger but she just does not

"8ee any value in this, She feels that if I say everyone must

do math everyday, then everyone must do math, no matter what.

Another alternative would be for me to do away with meeting

on those days when I do not get relieved from 2:00 to 2:45

~and just supervise clean-up. But this will deny the children
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an extra opportunity to speak and read their stories to the

group. Besides, I set up the art area in the morning, and

I also work on it during my lunch hour, so I really don't

feel I'm being unfair in expecting Mrs, Granger to see to it

that the children clean up that area at the end of the day,

Still another poésible alternative would be for me to make

an official'compiaint against Mrs, Granger., But I feel that
this will Just make things worse, not better, The open class-
room is a very new thing.in P.S, 101 and I wouldn't want to -
see it ruled out by the administration on the grounds that

it doesn't promote better understanding and communication
between school and community. Besides, I happen to know that
Mrs. Granger has been somewhat unhappy about the way things

have been going in her personal life lately; She has spoken

‘to me about her problems on several occasions and I have tried

o comfort her and advise her to the best of my ability, I
have even asked her to call me at home whenever she just féels
the need-to talk to someone., In view of this, I can't help
feeling that her attitude in class is in large part affected

by her personal problems, When T reached home, T was still

-1n a confused state of mind, T had failed to come up with

any solutions to the problems between Mrs, Granger and me,

'i know that I can't possibly be all things to all people, and

that my first responsibility is to the c¢hildren, Nevertheless,
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RN T must admit that I feel I have failed in splte of my suc-

cesses in other areas,

"May 24 - Monday

Class 1-6 has been functioning beautifully these past two
weeks, Visitors who come to the classroom tell me how impressed
they are with the way the children work and how they are able

to go from one activity to another so smoothly. R

T have-permitted the children to start playing with the blocks
agaln and this time godd, constructive block play'has been
taking place. The first time I took out the blocks--last
November——we héd blocks flying all over the room, which just
----- added to the confusion and chaos that prevailed in room 208
at the time, When I discussed this with Mrs, Knobler, she
suggested that I put thé blocks away until the class was fully
trained and able to cope With‘the excitement of block play.
I took her advice aﬁd did not bring the blocks out again until
I felt the children were ready for them, Now the children'
are really building with them, verbalizing and discussing theilr
ldeas with each other instéad of fighting over them., I only
regfet that I do not have as much time to spend with them in

-the block area as I would like to have, So much more learning

could be taking place'there if T had more time To Spend,thefe.
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Take last Tuesday, for example, Vincenti, Ken and Danny were

building a circus., When I questioned them about the different

parts of their structure, they said, "This is where the clowns

and animals are, and this is where the people sit." T then

introduced the.words "performance", "arena', and "audlence",

I wrote these words for them and helped them place the words

in fhe.appropriate places of theilr block structure, On an-
other day, a castie was being built., This led to a discussion
on electricity and furnaces-—-which we have in our homes today--

as opposed to fireplace; candles and a lot of warm clothing

which was what was used to keep warm a long time ago,

Yes, everythiﬁg is going very well, eVerythingrthat is except
my rélationship with Mrs, Granger, Every time something ex-~
éiting happens in the classroom as a result of the children
having the opportunity to move about, talk, explore, and play,
I point it’ out to her hoping that she will learn to belileve

as a result of having seen; But I'm afraid that her polite
listening and lack of response are indications that there is

no hope of my ever convincing her of the merits of the informal

classroom,

‘Tuesday, May 25

This morning was absolutely fantastic, The children were just
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great!r So many good things happened, -I took a couple of.
minutes out just to obsérve thé class and T was overwhelmed,
Melanie and Linda, two girls who at the beginning of the term
asked permission for everything, can now function almost
completely on their OWn . For example, wheh they finished
their readingiand writing, they took out their méth books

and sat down to do their problems without asking me if they

.could do so. Math work is part of the afternocon éctivities,

- but they chose to do it in the morning instead, on their own!

Ken built an airplane with the bloeks., He then invited me

to‘gd over and see what he had done, I took an imaginary ride

‘with bim in his plane, During our "ride" we talked about the

different parts of an airplane (cockpit, fuselage, nose, tail,

‘wings), about pilots and co~pilots, and the pilot's license.

‘He was taking éverything in like a sponge, Mrs, Garry, the

assistant principal, walked in just then and scemed quite
pleased at what was taking place. She promised to bring in

a model airplane she has at home,

Danny, who is a holdover, felt so proud because he learned
how to multiply. The wonderful look he had on his faée when
he said, "Now I know how to do it!", made all the frustration
J experienced at the beginning of the term worthwhile., Lovely
work was also<going on in the art corner, The children can

now get totally involved in painting. By this I mean that
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many of them now "think" about and plan whatever it is they

are going to paint.

May 27 Thursday

It seems that I.can very seldom get the best of both possible
classroom worlds toegether. If'I am happy over the way the
class 1s functioning, thén I'm somewhat upset over the sour
attitude.the para—professional'has. If the para-professiomal

is in a happy'mood_and shows enthusiasm over her role and

function in the classroom, then it seems as 1if the class is

not quite together.

The problems with Mrs. Granger have been occurring at intervals
since the later part of last year. TQ this day, she has not
Eeen able to understand why.it 1s so important for children

to have the freedom of making a choice and learning to be
independent. = She admits this Opénly. I have tried my best

to explain to her the reasons for this, but I'm afraid that

I have not succeeded. T have tried to make her understan& that
children can learn to think for -themselves much better if they
have the freedom and adult guidance td help them learn how to
do 80. I have tried to explain how total authoritarianism
Eends to forestall the development of independence and to make

children feel frustrated and how frustration in turn leads to
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feelings of anxiety, aggression, and a poor self-concept.
Perhaps I'm trying too hard. Perhaps there really is a simple
solution or way for me to handle our differences of copinion

but I am blinded to it because I'm just too involved. What

perplexes me 1is the fact that at one time, when I was her

daughter's teacher in Pre-Kindergarten, Mrs. Granger thought
I was a very good teacher. Perhaps it wasn't the dipiomatic
thing to do but I once sald to her, "All the things we do in

the classroom now I did while your daughter was in my class.

- The other para-professional, who worked with me then, and I

worked Jjust as hard as we do now." Needless to say, I re-
gretted having said this because T felt it was a childish’
thing to do. If anything, comments like this would only serve

to pull us further apart.

" May 28 ° Friday

'The principal called me in today and informed me that Mrs.

Granger went to his office to complain about the way she is
beling trea?éd. I was rather upset and nervous. I informed
him that I was grateful to Mrs. Granger for having‘been S50
helpful to me at the beginning of the program. I also told
him thét she can work very well in the classroom when she is

in good spirits but that she often comes in with a negative

attitude and shows displeésure towards many aspects of the
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program. 1 mentioned her refusal to go on trips, her negative

feelings toward total individualized and small group instruction,

her displeasure with simple cooking experiments with small
groups of children, her attitude during the afternoon clean-up,
and lack of help in the classroom between 3:00 and 3:30. He
jotted.down some notes and set up a meeting among all of us
for the following Monday mornihg.

There is an acquaintance of mine who happens to be a member

of the local school board. We have spoken with each other

by phone from time to time during the pést seven or eaight
months. During my last-oonversation with her, I mentioned

my distress over the péra—professionals’ limited view of theilr
role in the classroom and described the problems I was having
with Mrs. Granger. Thisrlocallschool board member, who in

her own way helped make it possible for me.-to get the okay

from the administration to g0 ahead with'my plans Por an open

classroom, mentioned her own diSpleasure in getting complaints
cdncerning para-professionals who are uncooperatiVe in the
classroom. She had also brought this out at one of the con-
ferences she had had with the supervisors of para-professionals

having specifically mentioned "cleaning-up and painting".

Each school has such a supervisor whose job it is to do the

para—proféssional payroll, help assign school aides and para-

professionals to their respective jobs, pass on information
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from the local school board, etc. It seems that when tﬁe
para—professional Supervisbr returned to our school from this.
conference, she called all the para—professionals»together and
relayed to them what had been. said at the conference. T be-
lleve this is what finally prbmpted Mrs. Granger to go to the
prinéipal. I regretted ever having said a word to the loeal
school board member.l At no time did I ever intend to make an
official-complaint to her. It was an off-the—cuff type OE‘_

conversation. I know this person was only trying to be of

‘help to me, and that at no time did she ever mention my name.

But she did not have to. The para-professional supervisor
from our sthol knows T am on friendly terms-with this local
school board member and she is also very well acquainted with
the problems I had been having with Mrs. Granger. As a matter

of fact, Mrs. Granger had complained to her on several oc-

casions, and as a favor to me, the para-profesgional super-

visor has always tried her best to smooth things out and to

talk Mrs. Granger-out of making an official complaint.

When she found out about the meeting next Monday, Mrs. Garry;
the assistant principal, the person I feared the most at the
very beginning, came into my room to speak-with me. She was
most sympathetic and understanding and asked me not to worry
about a thing. She pointed out that in a way I had initiafed .

my problems with Mrs. Granger by trylng to be too nice, under-
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-y o standing, and accommodating instead of bringing our differencés
into the open a long time ago. She knew I was quite ubSet

and did her best to put me at ease. I appreclated her Kind
efforts and for the very first time, felt sSomeone from the

administration was on my side.

" May 31 Monday

The last thing I wanted to do today was to go to work. I
dreaded having to go to that meeting. My biggest fear was
that the prineipal would turn on me in front of everyone and
criticize me for being a troublemaker by not doing the utmost
.to malntaln peace and harmony between the teaching staff and
cqmmunity.- Para—professionals are locked upon as fepresentah
"""""" tives of the community in the school; rub them the wrong,
way, and you're asking for trouble with the community. I did
everything I possibly could to control myself. Mrs. Granger
- spoke first and hinted that I was inconsistent and demanding
in the classroom. I felt so gsorry for her because T knew how
she was feeling. She happens to bé a sensltive lady who ap-
peared to be on:the verge of tears. Although I deeply regret-
ted the fact that we had come to this due to our faiiure to
reach an understanding, I felt thét I must defend my position

and the values of the informal classroom, in spite of. the

amount and kind of work it requires both on the part of the

(/*;J
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para-professional and on the part of the teacher.
While Mrs. Granger was speaking 1 became aéutely aware of how

sorry I was also feeling for myself. Here T was, generocusly

equipped with a middle-class education which I was willing

‘to share with Mrs. Granger, only to discover that she did not

or could not accept my "generosity". How could she possibly?
After all, she came from the same milieu as the children.

(So did I. But all along I had been feeling that if T changed,

so0 could she. The problem was that I expected her to learn

in seven or eilght months what had taken me vears to learn.)

Here is a lady who aspires toward "middle-class values™, one
of these values being a sound traditional education. How

could she possibly, in a matter of a few Short months, re-

Tinguish her positive opilnion about the value of such an edu-

cation in favor of a Torm and philosophy of education that in

many Ways contradicts the philosophy of traditional teaching.

Mrs. Granger never had the opportunity to learn about the |

value of teaching a child to be self-directed and independent.
Her idea of a well-educated child is one who is obedient, con-
forming, and who displays the acquisition of knowledge by

achlieving high fest scores. Was I being totally unrealistie

in expecting her to accept my views on education as the gospel

truth?
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Another thought occurred to me as I sat there listening to
her. When T started teaching in P.S. 101, I truly believed
that my Puerto Rican background would prove to be an asset

in reléting to the community people who wérked in tbe school.
Could it be that just the opposite hadVOCcurred? Théy know

I was.born and reared in that very neighborhood. Could 1t be
that unconéoiously this very factor was what prevented her
from accepting me profeséionally? Could "ideﬁtification"
have a negative effect as well as a positive one? Could i%
be that she felt_ﬁhat since we were more or less éut out- of
the same sociological-and economlic cloth, I couldn't possibly
be much more educationally knowlédgeable'than she is? Perhaps

her attitude is not the result of an identification with me,

- but rather with the entire school itself, which in turn is a

representational part of the wholé‘pﬁblic school system, a
system that is notoriously known for its giant-sized problems,
ité inadequacies, fallures, lack of imagination, reéverence

for administrative rituéls, love of order and control, as well
as for its high percentage of apathetic teachers in its
teaching ranks. Perhaps it's not any of these possibiliities.
Maybe parafprofessionals as a whole constitute an adult version

of the disadvantaged child who comes to school but who is

unable to develop a constructive attitude toward school simply

because circumstances in hils everyday living make it impossible

for him to do so.
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-When my time to speak came up, I simply reiterated what I had

sald to the principal last Friday concerning the differences
between Mrs. Granger and myself. T also went on to say that
in my opinion, teaching was the kind of Job in which one
often had to work beyond the call of duty. I mentioned the-
fact that we had to give our children the maximum and this
meant doing our very best, instead of looking for the easiest
Way out. It was the principal's turn to speak after I had
spoken.- I found myself holding my breath, but found myself
relaxing shortly théreafﬁer. He complimented Mrs. Granger
for being such a fine lady, and one whom he was thankful to‘
Tor the help she had given to him and the school in the past.
Then he spoke about the open classroom, describing it as a

method of teaching which required a great deal of work and

- .which would eventually become more'and more popular. ‘Finally

he said he agreed with me about the attitude one must have
in the c¢lassroom, saying that good teaching and devotion in
the classroom left no room for "cutting corners" and "time™

watching.

Before ending his talk, he complimented both of us, which,
needless to say, méde us both feel good. Mrs. Granger and
i walked out of his office and back to our classroom. She

still seemed upset so I ftook her hand in mine and told her
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as gently as I possibly could that I was glad we had that

- meeting because it gave us a chance to express our frustrations

in a different, objective type of setting. We worked rather
well tbgethef for the rest of the day. Mrs. Granger had a
look of resignation on herrface but she really made an

effort to function to the best of her ability under the cir-
cumstances. I was gratéful to her for trying to continue as
if nothing had ever happened; I was grateful to the principal
for handling the meeting with finesse, but most of all, T

was grateful to Mrs. Garry. I'm sure Mrs. Garry did more
than just put in a few good words for me with the principal.
I knew, however, that the core of the problem remained. The
underlying l1ssues had not bheen resolved,-but then again, they

seldom are in schools today.

“June 31 ‘Thursday

The last two weeks of the school year are often quite hectic.
It is a time when teachers' clerical work Seéms endless, a
time when everything has fo be taken down dnd either given
or put away, when books must bé sent back to the library,
equipment packed and sent out for storage, and desks cleaned
out. The rooms are hot, énd the children quite "high" due

éo the excitement of ondoming sumuer. It is a time of year
when everyone in school wishes he could be anywhere eise but

school. I had been dreading these last two weeks, because
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I thought the children would go absolutely wild--and with

.good reason. There would be very little in the room for them

to work and play with. Besides, I knew that I would be the

only adult in the room with them (para-professionals end
their school year two weeks before classes officially end)
and that I would oftén be too-busy with paper work, packing,
and cleaning to be able to supervise them properly. My fears
had been in vain because the children were very well-behaved.
They did their writing on their own, played games with.eééh
other, colored with crayons, played "school", and managed to
keep themselves quite.involved in constructive actiﬁities
whenever other duties prevented me from working with them.
They seemed l;ke a different class from whaﬁ they were at the
very beginning. TI'm so lucky to have gotten them. They'fe

such beautiful children. I'm going to miss them very much

during the summer months.

Many people have asked me, "What is golng to happen to them
next year? Do you think they will be able to adjust to a
traditional classroom?"™ This question has caused me, to say

the least, some amount of anxiety. ‘But, I'm happy to say,

-I found a solution. T requested to carry the class through

-second grade and my request was granted. I know that I will

not be able to be with class 1-6 throughout their elementary
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school years, but I'm hoping that by the time they are ready
for third grade, they will be better able to make the adjust-
ment to a traditional classroom. But third grade seéms 50
far away now for me to start worrying about whether or not
théy will be able to-ﬁake such an adjustment. Right now I'm
looking forward to September, 80 that I can hurry back to

class 2-6 in room 208.
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CONCLUSTON

It has been a trying, challenging, ‘exhausting, Frustrating,
and most rewarding school year. In the final anaiysis, I

can honestly say that I.feel both the childrén of class 1-6
and T have‘learned & great deal. I believe this 1s how it
should be because a teacher's growth isg thé necessary spark

that enables'children to keep on wanting to learn.

~. At the beginning of the year, I felt inadequate, hampered,

and insecure. As the school year progressed, I became stronger,

more capable, encouraged, and excited. The reason I know this

is because I was able to see 1t in the response, attitude,
and growth of the children. I also received positive feed-

back from a few interested colleagues and administrators.

One of the best things that resulted from the open classroom
method‘in room 208 this year, is the interest it has étirred
up among some of the other first grade teachers. Three first
grade teachers have expressed a desire to have such a clasén
room next September, and I have offered to help them. The
other good thing that has come about is the relationship

that has developed between the assistant principal and me.

She has become very interested in the open classroom herself,
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and has attended workshops and seminars on the subject. She

has become a little more flexible in her professional attitude

“and I must admit, that after a certain part of the year, she

-did not hamper or interfer or criticize'my program in any

way. On the contrary, she made an effort to put me at ease
by often coming ih and chatting with me. I kriew this was
her way of saying, "I like you and the way you do things.

It

Keep 1t up.

I.doubt very much whether I could haveAbegn as successful in
another 'school. I say this because, for all of its draw- |
baéks, P.85. 101 is a school wheré teachers are allowed more
freedom than is permitted in many other public schools.
Teaéhers can't very well allow their students to feel rela-
tively free when they themselves are not allowed to experilence

this feeling.

I have some regrets. The difficulty. that arocse between Mrs.

Granger and myself is one of them. Perhaps our difficulties

were inevitable, perhaps not. All T know is that I fee; thét

I failed as far as she is concerned. Another regret I have

is the faet that I did not do much more with the children.
I worked very hard thisg year but there was so much T never

_got around to doing. My one consolation is that I'1l have

another chance with them next year.
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