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IT'S BEEN THIRTY—SOMETHING DAYS SINCE MY LAST DAY OFF, BUT IT'S OK BECAUSE
TODAY IS MY LAST DRAG STORY HOUR OF THE SUMMER, AND AFTER THAT
| AM HEADING TO OAKLAND INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT FOR A MUCH NEEDED VACATION.
THIS YEAR HAS BEEN PARTICULARLY CHALLENGING, WITH ALL THE HATE DRAG STORY HOUR HAS RECEIVED.

I WISH | HAD THIS PROGRAM GROWING UP.
MAYBE IF | HAD THIS PROGRAM GROWING UP
IT WOULDN'T HAVE TAKEN ME FOUR DECADES

SR
P

She

TIME TO ORDER THE UBER TO THE FRIENDS GOLDEN GATE LIBRARY IN OAKLAND!
BN, — - g 52




THE WAIT IS FIVE MINUTES, WHICH IS PERFECT
BECAUSE THAT'S HOW LONG IT WILL TAKE ME
TO GET TO THE CURB.

I'LIVE ON THE TOP FLOOR OF A THREE—STORY
BUILDING WITH NO ELEVATOR,
SO IT'S A CHALLENGE.

ESPECIALLY IN MY HEEL—LESS HEELS.




7 LOOKING LOVELY

y THIS MORNING.
| WHERE ARE WE HEADED,
A LIBRARY? _af

£ HAS BEEN SO MUCH HATE AND

IT IS A SHAME THAT THER
CONTROVERSY ABOUT A WONDERFUL PROGRAM FOR KIDS.

Trip Details

2%

YES, I'M A FOUNDING MEMBER OF DRAG STORY H
AND | AM OFF TO DO MY LAST ONE OF THE SUMMER
BEFORE A MUCH—NEEDED VACATION!

OUR,

. OAKLAND - FREE : LIBRARY * GOLDEN - GA[TE - RRANCH

35 MINUTES LATER... -
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4 Hl, BODYGUARD!

| AM GREETED BY MY "BODYGUARD," LAURA. I'VE NICKNAMED / o
LAURA “MY BODYGUARD" BECAUSE SHE IS ALWAYS AT MY SIDE [/ — _ -
— =
WHEN | AM DOING DRAG STORY HOUR IN OAKLAND. e A
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SHE HAS SET PROCEDURES FOR DEALING WITH ANTI—TRANS/ANTI—DRAG PROTESTERS,

INCLUDING SAFE ESCAPE ROUTES IN CASE OF EMERGENCY.

| SET UP ALL MY BOOKS ON THE STAGE AND SYNC MY PHONE TO THE

SPEAKER WHILE FAMILIES START TRICKLING IN.

HI EVERYONE!

MY NAME IS PER SIA (PRONOUNCED IN SPANISH) OR

PER SIA (PRONOUNCED IN ENGLISH). EITHER ONE WORKS,
BECAUSE TRUST, I'VE BEEN CALLED WAY WORSE!
e |

= WHAT | DO IS DRAG.

ARE WE READY FOR

SOME BOOKS?
AND

@OR TWO?

~
WHO | AM '\
IS TRANS
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LET'S START WITH
A LITTLE DRAG

g BECAUSE WHAT'S

A DRAG QUEEN
WITHOUT A
LITTLE LIP SYNC?




I HAVE A BIG PROBLEMII TOO MANY BOOKS,
AND | DON'T KNOW WHAT TO READ,

HELPI!

Ao oNE i
Olyws THE

Cocogs

WHICH BOOK WOULD YOU
LIKE ME TO R—

IN THIS MOMENT | AM FLOODED WITH SO MANY
EMOTIONS. IT TAKES EVERY OUNCE OF STRENGTH
TO NOT BURST INTO TEARS, HAPPY TEARS. TO
KNOW THAT SUCH A YOUNG PERSON WAS SO IN
TOUCH WITH THEIR BODY AND WHO THEY ARE
MAKES IT SUCH A MOMENT OF HAPPINESS, AND

MY NAME IS SOCRATES AND MY EVERYONE CHEERS.

PRONOUNS ARE HE/HIM AND | AM
TREAAANNNSSSGGGENNNDDDERR

e,
Ao aisy

DENT FACE G,
MUCH QUEZ, S5

'/(.] @6\

AS | READ MY STORY BOOK TO THE
CHILDREN, | AM REMINDED OF HOW
IMPORTANT THE PROGRAM IS, NOT
JUST FOR QUEER KIDS AND THEIR
FAMILIES, BUT ALSO FOR US, THE

PERFORMERS. HOW AS EDUCATORS,

WE CONTINUE TO LEARN FROM OUR &

STUDENTS.




Q0T |T FEELS SO SPECIAL TO KNOW THAT
THE BOOKS | READ CELEBRATE
ALL KINDS OF PEOPLE,
BUT ESPECIALLY QUEER FOLKS,
ESPECIALLY DURING

- VERY CHALLENGING TIMES

FOR OUR COMMUNITY.

UAKLANDP
LIBRARY

'_ Q OLDENGATE
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AS | SIT IN THE OAKLAND AIRPORT WAITING

FOR MY FLIGHT, | FEEL THE TEARS BUBBLING
UP FROM THE JOY | CAN'T CONTAIN INSIDE.
TO KNOW THAT WHAT | DO HAS AN IMPACT

MAKES ME FEEL DEEPLY GRATEFUL.
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ABOUT THE AUTHORS

With a pedigree from weekly performances at the late, iconic Esta Noche,
Per Sia's trajectory has gone on to include art curation, stand-up, television,
and maybe a quinceanera or two, in San Francisco, Los Angeles, and México.
Currently, she is a regular performer in the nationally acclaimed "Drag Story
Hour" as well as an educator in residence at an after-school arts program in
the San Francisco Unified School District profiled on KQED Arts, National
Public Radio and CNN.

Ali R. Blake is a teaching artist and education researcher cultivating spaces
for people to imagine and create the worlds we want to live in together—
definitely more queer and more trans worlds! When Ali is not drawing,
reading, writing, gardening, singing and dancing while cooking, or cuddling
with cats, they organize a queer and trans communal clothing making space
rooted in multidimensional struggles for self-determination. If you're lucky,
you may meet them performing, too, as Al iteration.
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